Zephaniah

Hezekiah was a great king, a reformer. His son Manasseh was as wicked as his father was good. After 55 yrs, his son Ammon ruled for 2 yrs. Also evil. Killed by conspiracy then conspirators killed. Josiah set on the throne at age 8. A good king, more reform, but dealing with a stubborn people. During this time Nahum, Jeremiah, and Zephaniah went to work.

I. 
Chapter 1 Identifies Judah’s Failings, c.a. 800 yrs old


A. 
Verse 4 - worship mixed with idolatry



1. 
Verses 4-5 - tolerant of unfaithful spiritual leadership



2. 
Verses 6 - self-sufficient, verse 8 - compromising leadership



3. 
Verse 9 - vain worship, v.11- dishonest businessmen



4. 
Verse 12 - apathetic toward God, verse 13 - materialism


B. 
Warning? Judgment is near, verses 14-18

II. 
Chapter 2 Includes the Nations in Accountability

A. 
Verse 1 - “gather” i.e. listen, verse 3 - repent in 3 steps



1. 
Seek the Lord, seek righteousness, see humility


B. 
Included in condemnation are...



1. 
Verse 4ff – Philistia / Moab / Ammon / Egypt / Assyria

III. Chapter 3 Comes Back to Focus, Judah and Jerusalem

A. 
Verse 1-2 - Complete disregard for the Lord


B. 
Verse 3 - Evil political leaders, verse 4 - evil spiritual leaders


C. 
Verse 5 - No shame, 2:1, verse 7 - no repentance
IV. 
What Lesson is there for Us? 1 Corinthians 10:11


Four things...

A. 
Our culture seems to be decaying also



1. 
Materialism, dishonesty in bus. & politics 



2. 
Worship mixed with greed, i.e. idolatry, Colossians 3:5



3. 
Unfaithful spiritual leadership, 



4. 
Not going to God, i.e. biblical ignorance



5. 
Emotion driven worship, apathy is so many areas



6. 
2 Peter 3:17


B. 
It is not just God’s people that must give an account



1. 
1 Peter 4:17-18 - Some only criticize the church




a. 
ignore immorality, false teaching, church slander


C. 
We have been warned, as in Zephaniah 3:6-7a



1. 
The fall of nations, leaders, churches dying on vine



2. 
England - more mosques than churches, Mohammed #1



3. 
Candlesticks CAN be removed


D. 
The Father always hopes for His children, Zephaniah 3...



1. 
Verses 12-13 - remnant of noble behavior



2. 
Verses 14-15 - rejoicing and joy in forgiveness



3. 
Verses 16-17 - no fear, depression - victory and joy ahead



4. 
Verses 18-20 - God’s kingdom promises..




a. 
verse 18 - I will gather the grieving




b. 
verse 19 - I will save the lame, gather the outcast




c. 
........ I will turn their shame into praise




d. 
verse 20 - I will bring you in, eternal praise and renown


E. 
He has hope for you, will you respond?

Zephaniah
Hezekiah, Manasseh, Ammon, and finally Josiah. Set on the throne at age 8. A good king, more reform, but dealing with a stubborn people. During this time Nahum, Jeremiah, & Zephaniah went to work.

I. 
Chapter 1 Identifies Judah’s Failings, c.a. 800 yrs old


A. 
Verse 4 - worship mixed with _______________



1. 
Verses 4-5 - tolerant of unfaithful spiritual __________________



2. 
Verse 6 - self-sufficient, verse 8 - compromising political ________________



3. 
Verse 9 - vain worship, verse 11 - dishonest ________________________



4. 
Verse 12 - _______________ toward God, verse 13 - ___________________

II. 
Chapter 2 Includes the Nations in Accountability

A. 
Verse 1 - “gather” i.e. listen, verse 3 - repent in 3 steps



1. Seek the ____________, seek __________________, see _____________

III. Chapter 3 Comes Back to Focus, Judah and Jerusalem

A. 
Verses 1-2 - Complete ______________ for the Lord


B. 
Verse 3 - evil _______________ leaders, verse 4 - evil ________________ leaders


C. 
Verse 5 - No ______________, 2:1, verse 7 - no ___________________

IV. What Lesson is there for Us? 1 Corinthians 10:11, Four things...

A. 
Our culture seems to be decaying also



1. 
_______________, ___________________ in business and politics 



2. 
Worship mixed with ________________, i.e. idolatry, Colossians 3:5



3. 
__________________ spiritual leadership, 



4. 
Not going to God, i.e. biblical ____________________



5. 
__________________ driven worship, _________ is so many other areas


B. 
It is not just ________________ that must give an account, 1 Peter 4:17-18



C. 
We have been ___________________, as in Zephaniah 3:6-7a


D. 
The Father always ________________ for His children, Zephaniah 3...



1. 
Verses 18-20 - God’s kingdom promises…



a. 
verse 18 - I will gather the ________ verse 19 - I will save the _________,




 
gather the ____________, ........ I will turn their shame into ____________




b. 
verse 20 - I will_______________________, eternal praise and renown


E. 
He has hope for you, will you respond?

