WORSHIP – Pt 1 ...for God

American College Dictionary – Worship –   Reverent honor and homage…, ...adoring reverence or regard, ...venerate; glorify, honor.  English “worship” from old English “worthship,”  acknowledging the unique worth of something or someone.  Showing honor and respect to it/them.

Modern man worships his work, works at his play, and plays at his worship
I. CHRISTIANS, ABOVE ALL SHOULD UNDERSTAND AND PRACTICE BIBLICAL WORSHIP…

1. 


A. 
Because empty “motion sickness” sets in otherwise – 1 Corinthians 11:30
B. 
Because God seeks true worship – Deuteronomy 6:13; John 4:23-24

C. 
Because it is confirmation of who we are – Philippians 3:3

D. 
Because its absence arouses God’s wrath - Romans 1:18-21
E. 
Because worship characterizes God’s people

      1. 
Abel – Hebrews 11:4; Noah – Genesis 8:20; 

      2. 
Abraham - Genesis 12:7-8; 13:4

3. 
An interesting comparison…



a. 
31 verses in Genesis devoted to creation of the world
  
b. 
243 verses (7 chapters) devoted to creation of tabernacle
F. 
Because dishonor, worship dishonors all involved – Matthew 15:8-9

II. THE FOCUS OF TRUE WORSHIP IS HONORING GOD  

A. 
Psalm 95: 1-3; 6-7; 96:2-4, 7-8– BECAUSE…
1. 
Our God is deserving

2. 
Purpose of worship is to give God glory, praise, honor, thanks and awe
3. 
Not the seasonal sport, a meal, bankbook, relationships, or the job
B. 
Matthew 15:8 - If  heart’s not toward God, our actions are not worship
1. 
Worship participants actively respond to God with their 


whole being / John 4:23-24 forbids pew potatoes, no “spirit
2. 
Fulfilling a “duty” with right actions should offer little comfort!
C. 
Ex. of February 21 – Anniversary, flowers, dinner, “Don’t mention it, it’s my duty.”

1. 
Not deserving enough, not enough beauty 


2. 
Not worthy to be honored, praised?

3. 
Does the exercise of a duty give honor, or belittle her? 


a. 
Says she’s unworthy



4.
God’s viewpoint – Malachi 1:11-14 / 10  



a. 
unspiritual “duty” profanes His name

D. 
Anniversary “acts” as a duty dishonors wife, says she is not worthy


1. 
Because she is deserving, joyful acts bring true honor


2. 
Psalm 32:11; 37:4

E. Truest expression of worship comes when duty becomes our delight
III. WHERE IS YOUR FOCUS – 2 Corinthians 13:5

A. Like the people of God in Malachi – we have examined out duties

B. Have we examined our devotion? our spirit? our worship?

C. First act of honor toward God would be obedience

