Without Seeing Him - 1 Peter 1:8-9

Peter’s letter written to Gentiles struggling in life like us, yet more so... under the threat of persecution, alienation.

I. 
They had Not Seen Jesus, Yet they...

A. 
Loved him, believed in Him, greatly rejoiced,


B. 
And hoped to obtain salvation as the outcome 

II. 
What Would Lead Men To This? to this faith, Hebrews 11:1


A. 
Testimony, not just talking about, but eyewitness test


1. 
Of Jesus - 12, 70, women support., multitudes, enemies



2. 
Of his miracles - Matthew 12:24, even when silence req.



3. 
Of his resurrection - to women, 2 disciples, apostles, 1 Corinthians15:6


B. 
Confirmed testimony, proof to those who heard



1. 
Mark 16:19-20 - Mk wrote, Hebrews 2:3-4 - yrs later



2. 
Secular history supports pertinent facts of the NT




a. 
Josephus, 37-100 - Pilate’s sentence, word of resurrection



b. 
Tacitus, 55-117 - Christus, superstition founder




c. 
Lucian, Gk, 2nd century - crucified, new cult, worshipped




d. 
Suetonius, Rm, 120 - Jews disturbed by Chestus




e. 
Pliny, Rm 112 - failed to make Christians curse Christ

 


f. 
Thallas, Sm 52 - tried to explain darkness as eclipse




g. 
Jewish Talmud - Yeshu of Naz. hung on p’over eve



3. 
As much as any figure in history & more than many!


C. 
Sensible testimony, hard to believe but makes sense!



1. 
Faith in God provides answers, makes sense




a. 
biology? life from non-life; evolution without evidence




b. 
paleontology? no geologic table, fossils not orderly




c. 
earth sciences? coal, oil, diamonds, stalactites young!




d. 
laws of physics? explaining gravity with gravitons,





- never seen one, no instruments to measure, unsure of exist




- explaining many laws with dark matter/ dark energy, some scientists  





saying universe is full of it and others scientist saying the whole theory is 




bogus



2. 
Psalm 19:1-4a, Romans 1:20 - Creation testifies of self




a. 
NO evidence ever led to unbelief, only a closed heart


D. 
Needed testimony, needs that no other source addresses



1. 
What speaks to the human condition? moral standard,




a. 
conscience, desire to worship, need for hope



2. 
1 John 1:5-10; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Acts 17:26-28 - God speaks!


E. 
Irrefutable testimony, attacked, accused, examined



1. 
No contradiction has ever stood up



2. 
No historic/geographic fact proven false


3. 
Always right- even before there was evidence to prove it
III. This is What Leads Open Minds/Hearts to Faith

A. 
1 John 4:8 - God loves so much he has gone to great lengths




1. 
To show love in his Son, and to provide evidence for faith
                                        2.  
Loves us so much he won’t force us to bow and come



3. 
1 Corinthians 1:21, 18 - without seeing Him...




a. 
will you love him, believe in him,


b. 
and as an outcome save your own soul?
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