Why Should One Abstain? - 1 Peter 2:11-12  
Verse 4 - we have “attached” ourselves to Jesus because we believe (verse 10) and have become the people of God, recipients of mercy. Peter now turns to addressing our walk of life.

I. 
He Identifies Behaviors to ABSTAIN from… Fleshly Lusts


A. 
Galatians 5:19-22 - “deeds of the flesh are evident”



1. 
Immorality (fornication), impurity (mind) 



2. 
Sensuality (KJV-lasciviousness) appealing to the senses



3. 
Idolatry, sorcery (witchcraft, pharmakia-mixer of drugs)



4. 
Enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,



5. 
Disputes, dissensions, factions, envyings, drunkenness,



6. 
Carousing “and things like these”


B. 
But WHY abstain? Beyond destructive, harmful reasons?

II. 
Verse 11 - Because We’re Just Passing Through

A. 
We are strangers and aliens – song - World is not my Home, 2 Timothy 2:4


B. 
Not here to entangle, collect things, get our way

III. Verse 11 - Because These War Against the Soul

A. 
James 4:1- the source of quarrels and conflicts? Lust



1. Troubled inside makes us cause trouble outside


B. 
Our aim is gratifying self with division, strife, hatred



1. 
Inheritance turns relatives against each other



2. 
Desire for glory? Politicians, workers, preachers, elders


C. 
Galatians 5:13 - called to freedom not to war



1. 
Fleshly, selfish lusts war against godliness



2. 
These desires eat at spirituality, fellowship, and worship

IV. Verse 12 - Because You Disprove Slanderous Reports

A. 
Devil uses slander, gossip, whispering, rumors against Jesus Christ


1. 
Early Christians accused of cannibalism in Lords Supper



2. 
Immorality in assemblies (love feasts)



3. 
Family tampering (as some broke up) 



4. 
And national disloyalty (wouldn’t worship Caesar)


B. 
Still being accused today, slandered and attacked



1. 
Not intelligent if don’t believe general evolution



2. 
Arrogant (think you’re the only one), hypocritical



3. 
Mean spirited (won’t help orphans, join with churches) 


C. 
Matthew 5:16 - counteracted by example of loving life

V. 
Verse 12 - Because You Can Influence Others

A. 
People will “observe” you, inspect closely



1. 
What they see will change them, lead them to godliness



2. 
Exam - waitress on Sunday/Christians hard to please, cheap



3. 
Do they see nobility, character in cursing, anger, drink?




a) 
or are they led to an open heart, desiring your faith?


B. 
Centurion with faith, at the cross, or Cornelius


1. 
Boss, employee, spouse, child, friend, co-worker

VI. Abstain From Fleshly Lusts

A. 
They war against the soul, intend to distract and condemn


B. 
Defeat our influence and example


C. 
Jesus can help you if you’ll let him
Why Should One Abstain? - 1 Peter 2:11-12
Verse 4 - we have “attached” ourselves to Jesus because we believe (verse 10) and have become the people of God, recipients of mercy. Peter now turns to addressing our walk of life.

I. 
He Identifies Behaviors to ________________ from… Fleshly Lusts


A. 
Galatians 5:19-22 - “deeds of the flesh are ___________________”



1. 
____________________ (fornication), ___________________ (mind) 



2. 
____________________ (KJV-lasciviousness) appealing to the senses



3. 
Idolatry, __________________ (witchcraft, pharmakia-mixer of drugs)



4. 
Enmities, ____________, jealousy, outbursts of ______________


5. 
Disputes, dissensions, _________________, envyings, _______________


6. 
Carousing “and things like these”


B. 
But WHY abstain? Beyond destructive, harmful reasons?

II. 
Verse 11 - Because We’re Just __________________ Through

A. 
We are ________________ and __________ – 2 Timothy 2:4


B. 
Not here to __________________, collect __________________, get our way

III. Verse 11 - Because These ____________ Against the _______________

A. 
James 4:1- the source of quarrels and conflicts? Lust



1. Troubled _____________ makes us cause trouble _________________

B. 
Our aim is gratifying self with division, strife, hatred



1. 
Inheritance turns relatives against each other



2. 
Desire for glory? Politicians, workers, preachers, elders


C. 
Galatians 5:13 - called to ___________________ not to war



1. 
Fleshly, selfish lusts war against godliness



2. 
These desires eat at _____________, ____________ and __________
IV. Verse 12 - Because You Disprove _________________   ______________

A. 
Devil uses slander, gossip, whispering, rumors against Jesus Christ


1. 
Early Christians accused of cannibalism in Lords Supper



2. 
Immorality in assemblies (love feasts)



3. 
Family tampering (as some broke up) 



4. 
And national disloyalty (wouldn’t worship Caesar)


B. 
Still being accused today, slandered and attacked



1. 
Not intelligent if don’t believe __________________   ________________


2. 
_________________ (think you’re the only one), ____________________


3. 
Mean ______________ (won’t help orphans, join with churches) 


C. 
Matthew 5:16 - counteracted by example of _______________   ___________
V. 
Verse 12 - Because You Can ___________________ Others

A. 
People will “_________________” you, inspect closely



1. 
What they see will change them, lead them to godliness



2. 
Exam - waitress on Sunday/Christians hard to please, cheap



3. 
Do they see nobility, character in cursing, anger, drink?




a) 
or are they led to an open heart, desiring your faith?


B. 
Centurion with faith, at the cross, or Cornelius



1. 
Boss, employee, spouse, child, friend, co-worker

VI. Abstain From Fleshly Lusts

A. 
They war against the ____________, intend to _____________ and ____________

B. 
Defeat our __________________ and ______________

C. 
Jesus can help you if you’ll let him
