Why Churches Are Left by the Wayside
Congregations are like a body w/head, members, different responsibilities, etc. Also suffers like a body, i.e. disease, stumble, hurt, fall

I. 
Fact, Many Churches have Fallen, Closed Up


A. 
1976– formerly 300 member congregation sold building to city





1. 
1980 – liberal groups reached 0 growth, 13th pla.



B. 
Fewer mission works, harder to raise support





1. 
Tom Bunting asked support for a year, Norway





2. 
Ron Anderson, Des Moines, 14 congregations to support





3. 
M. Divis, ‘85, Grand Is, NE, 7 congregations, 1 individual






a) 
was going to lose 5 that year





4. 
Mac, Omaha, 8/14 supporters, constantly changing



C. 
Why do churches drift to a stop?

II. 
As a Vehicle – Sometimes Lack a Driver!


A. 
Nobody will take the wheel, stand and be counted





1. 
Revelation 21:8; Isaiah 6:8



B. 
One takes the wheel and never cranks up, 





1. 
Sits there with power… parked in garage 





2. 
Ex.... Church paid for curriculum improvement and did nothing 





3. 
Convinced of no growth, content, lukewarm!





4. 
John 1:40-42 – Andrew; Acts 18:24-26 – Aquila & Priscilla


C. 
Takes wheel, lacks abilities, wrecks vehicle





1. 
Possessing license not same a driving ability





2. 
Unqualified pastors in denomination - single, no child




3. 
Unqualified pastors in church – self willed







a) 
not sensible, just, not “apt” to teach







b) 
lead by veto – EZ to say no, different to go forward





4. 
Preacher who ought not, according to Timothy





5. 
Deacons/servants who don’t serve



D. 
Takes wheel, does good, rest stop, never starts





1. 
Israel started temple foundation, stopped 16 years




2. 
Many do good, sit down to admire, never get up





3. 
Romans 1:13 - Paul wanted fruit; Philippians 3:13-14

III.
Sometimes Lose Direction


A. 
Lose map? Forget goal?   Haggai 1:2, 4, 9





1. 
Goal of social reform? Feeding poor? Recreation?



B. 
Forget how to get there?  Acts 4:29, not disciples



C. 
Change mind, discouraged? Tired? Hebrews10:35-36

IV. 
Sometimes Get Stuck


A. 
Takes much work to get unstuck



B. 
Stuck on p.m. comm., single cups, hurt feelings





1. 
What KEEPS us stuck? Jeremiah 5:3





2. 
No fear to division! Over judgment 1 Corinthians 3:17

V. 
Sometimes Break Down


A. 
Well oiled machinery takes prep., care, maintenance


B. 
Often give more thought to lawnmower





1. 
No preparation, planning, consideration, care, ... break down

VI. 
Sometimes Just Run Out of Gas


A. 
Single date, not signed out, 10 pm deadline





1. 
Didn’t matter– still ran out of gas



B. 
Doesn’t run on hot air, wishes, wants, intentions





1. 
Every dragging foot takes more effort, gas





2. 
Complaints, gripes, pointing fingers, judgmental, veto



C. 
Takes refueling – Haggai 1:14, 1 Thessalonians 5:11

VII. Churches have had Lampstand Removed


A. 
Revelation 2:5 – No need for that here



B. 
Will you take responsibility for direction?





1. 
Prepare, maintain, care for this vehicle?





2. 
Help avoid potholes and refill the tank?





C. 
The door is open to you…
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