Why Is There Suffering?

Zim brought it home for me, but it is everywhere. Cancer, accidents, young and old. Loved ones who break our hearts. Financial problems, home loss, broken families, etc. Why does it have to be?

I. 
Where Shall We Lay the Blame?



A. 
On God? But we’re His children, gave Son for us





1. 
1 John 3:1, John 3:16



B. 
On Government? President, 535 passers of laws and taxes





1. 
But government is a miserable solver of problems



C. 
Blame rain, Wall Street, big business, economy, war



D. 
God promises answers - 2 Peter 1:3, not necessarily easy ones





1. 
Job suffered, along w/wife, because of sin? NO





2. 
Message was about Satan challenging God





3. 
Answer? When world crumbles God still in control



E. 
Paul knew suffering. Had caused it and tasted it 

II. 
Three Reasons for Suffering, 2 Corinthians 1:3-9



A. 
Verses 3-4 - We suffer so that we can comfort others





1. 
Divorce, abuse, sickness, tragedy, job loss, depress.





2. 
Verse 3 - we have a God of comfort, lead sufferer to God





3. 
Unique opportunity, time, ability







a. 
selfish to take God’s blessing and keep to self



B. 
Verses 5-7 - We suffer so we can share in the comfort





1. 
Like hunger makes food taste better, value here!





2. 
Hebrews 5:9 - Jesus “understood” obedience by suffering





3. 
Suffering helps us appreciate what God has for us







a. 
Philippians 3:20 - citizenship in heaven, this is not heaven, 







b. 
John 14:2-3 - there’s a place prepared, not here







c. 
1 Peter 1:3-4 - there’s an inheritance waiting





4. 
Suffering easier when we can see what’s coming







a. 
suffering here helps us appreciate no suffering later





5. 
Hebrews 12:10-11 - look to see the good in discipline



C. 
Verses 8-9 - We suffer so we should not trust in self





1. 
We trust him for eternal salvation, heaven, reward







a. 
why not trust him for rescue, relief, & care





2. 
1 Pet. 3:10-12- eyes toward, attends to prayers







a. 
heard Israel in Egypt, David’s cries, Daniel, etc





3. 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 - Paul learned contentment, strength 











in Christ rather than self

III. Sounds Clichéd, but Suffering is Part of Life


A. 
2 Timothy 3:13 - All Christians will suffer



B. 
Romans 8:18 - comparison to glory ahead is unworthy



C. 
Fix your hope on the author of hope, God of comfort





1. 
Accomplished thru faith and obedience
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