WHERE’S THE HONOR?
In the early 60’s C.E. this is what Christians might have been asking, rather than where’s the beef? Persecution, confusion, fear, stress in a culture that had turned against them. They needed a reminder. Perhaps us too? 3 things.

I. 
What Had They Committed To?  1 Peter 1:22-25


A. 
Verse 22 - had purified their souls, by obedience





1. 
For (Gk. eis - toward) a sincere brotherly love



B. 
Conclusion? agape/love one another earnestly, purely





1. 
1 John 1:7-10 - not a new commandment, in word





2. 
But it IS a new commandment, in deed





3. 
John 13:35 - the mark of true disciples





4. 
I John 3:18 -21- the assurance of our salvation



C. 
When the world is coming apart, love IS the answer

II. 
What Had They Left Behind? 1 Peter 2: 1


A. 
If you’re coming to love, longing for, showing the mark





1.

Then things must be put off, cast away, gotten rid of



B. 
What should NOT characterize the loving believer?





1. 
Malice- ill will, Hamilton- opposite of “agape”







a. 
desire to bring down, injure, hurt another





2. 
deceit- (NASV) guile/ craftiness, subtilty







a. 
we might say one has “an agenda,” transparency?





3. 
Hypocrisy- an actor, playing the part of another







a. 
unchanging in sin, living the lie- not fighting sin





4. 
Envy- 9 times in NT, unlike jealousy, always evil






a. 
feeling of displeasure at good fortune of another





5. 
All/Gk.pas slander- every expression of evil speaks







a. 
defamer, traducer, to criminate, accuser,







b. 
slander, libel, backbiter, to speak against another







c. 
1 Peter 2:23- simply not compatible w/our example

III. What Was Expected Of Them? 1 Peter 2:2-7


A. 
1 Peter 2:2 - to long for the word, seek/crave/desire





1. 
6 of 9 times in NT it is the craving to see a person





2. 
Seen in study, interest, lessons, praying over





3. 
Desire is for 1) pure 2) spiritual milk of the word



B. 
So you can grow...Hebrews 6:1; 1 Peter 3:18



C. 
1 Peter 2:4 - as you come/are joined, to Christ





1. 
Become attached and like him, precious and chosen





2. 
Attached to other stones, built into a spiritual house



D. 
1 Peter 2:5 - to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God





1. 
Romans 12:1- the spiritual sacrifice of living a holy life

IV. 
What’s the Conclusion? Where’s the Honor?


A. 
1 Peter 2:6-7 - the honor is for you who believe...



B. 
Believer sets his course, moves forward without wavering
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