Where Did We Get Our Bible?  Part 2  The Canon

Modernist scholars condensing/denying scriptures. Liberal attitudes ignore scripture/presume they’re right. Mormons teach doubt door to door. Denominations teach there are different interpretations and many believe they just cannot understand it. ...Must ask... where did we get it? How did we get it? And is it trustworthy?

I. 
Post-modern Culture Attacks Authenticity of Scripture

A. 
Because truth is relative there cannot be “one” truth


B. 
Because toleration is for all, except for intolerant Christians


C. 
3 major fronts to this battle against our foundation



1. 
Inspiration & thus the inerrancy of the Bible



2. 
Preservation of ancient texts - not much attack here lately



3. 
Determination, of which books belong & which don’t

II. 
What is the “Canon”?


A. 
A Gk. word, from Heb., kanwn, “cane” first used 380 AD



1. 
A reed, to a measuring stick, to a rule/standard


B. 
Why were some books included and others refused?



1. 
Age? there’re some older / Truth? truth in other books



2. 
Helpful? other books helpful / DB method? dart board?


C. 
Acceptance tied to authorship, recognized immediately



1. 
Not man’s decision that books be accepted as inspired



2. 
Inspiration was fact and caused decision of acceptance



3. 
Each book inspired and truth whether men agree or not


D. 
Modernists make believe no body of scripture until 4th century


1. 
Truth? by 2nd century were copies, lists, and many versions


E. 
Consider 5 issues fundamental to understanding the canon

III. Issue of the Canon is a Matter of Faith, 2 Corinthians 5:7

A. 
Skeptic demands absolute truth or claims no belief! bogus



1. 
Everyone believe something. What is more rational?


B. 
Belief in God, resurrection, Bible ...a matter of faith



1. 
Silly to demand 1st century list of books, walk by faith here also!



2. 
Faith IS a rational conclusion based on evidence

IV. Human Involvement in the Canon is Expected

A. 
If we prove humans cut wood, made cross, smelted iron



1. 
What would be changed about God’s plan of redemption?



2. 
Not a matter of either 100% God or man



3. 
Humans have been involved with God’s plan since begin.


B. 
God uses human processes - is Bible trustworthy? have it all?

V. 
No Bible Claim for Exhaustive Collection of Inspiration

A. 
Acts 2 - “with many other words,” oral inspiration not included


B. 
Same is true for written, not all included



1. 
1 Corinthians 1:9; Colossians 4:16 - but do we have God’s will?!?

VI. Basis for Testing Truth of God’s Word is Unchanged

A. 
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 - prophet, words true, but leads astray?



1. 
Reject his word, inconsistent with accepted truth



2. 
Script. is self-authenticating, measure scripture by scripture

B. 
Signs can be false, men deceive, truth won’t contradict truth
VII. Christ is the Key to the Canon, He Validated it!

A. 
Jesus always talking about Scripture, John 5:39; Luke 24:27, 44-45



1. 
They knew what the scriptures were, validated O.T. canon


B. 
Likewise gave HIS authority to apostles, HIS word



1. 
Apostolic authority recognized by early church


C. 
3 assumptions give us trouble



1. 
N.T. writers had no awareness they wrote for God. 




a. 
1 Thessalonians 2:13; Ephesians 3:4, 1 Corinthians 14:37



2. 
Recipients were unaware they read God’s word




a. 
2 Peter 3:1-2; 1 Timothy 5:18 - called Jesus words scripture

3. Took a long time to gather & identify the canon



a. Romans 1:1-6 - they knew letters from inspired men

VIII. Conclusion

A. 
There IS a rational basis to believe the canon is complete



1. 
Been complete since the 1st century, foundation is solid


B. 
Will you press on, not hang around the foundation?
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A Gk. word, from Heb., kanwn, “cane,” a ________ stick, to a __________


B. 
Acceptance tied to _______________, were recognized immediately
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No Bible Claim for Exhaustive Collection of __________________

A. 
Acts 2:40 - Oral; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Colossians 4:16 - written / Do we have it all?

VI. Basis for Testing Truth of God’s Word is _____________________
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Deuteronomy 13:1-3 - prophet, words true, but leads astray? Reject him!



1. 
Scripture is self-authenticating, measure ____________ by _____________.


B. 
Truth won’t ________________ truth.
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A. 
Jesus always talking about Scripture, John 5:39; Luke 24:27, 44-45


B. 
Likewise gave HIS authority to _______________, HIS word


C. 
3 assumptions give us trouble
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a. 
1 Thessalonians 2:13; Ephesians 3:4, 1 Corinthians 14:37



2. 
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