Questions to Ask When Prayers are Unanswered  1

Have you ever prayed for healing, and it doesn’t seem to come? Release from a situation? Peace of mind? Answers? Sometimes led to soul-searching, doubts, helpless feelings? Here are some questions to ask when we feel frustrated...

I. (Obviously) Is God Listening?


A. At times David questioned, Ps. 10:1; 74:11;(55:1-2)


B. At other times, he knew, Ps. 94:9; 5:3; 4:3


C. But, how did he know the Lord was listening? He un’stood



1. Ps. 34:7, 19, 22 l - Lord encircles, watches the righteous



2. Ps. 55:17 - Lord stays interested, available at all times



3. Ps. 145:18-19 - Lord listens to those calling in truth, rev.

II. OK, He Listens, but Does God Care?


A. David feard this - Ps. (69:1-2); 77:7-9, 


B. Cured his doubts with the facts - Ps. 77:10-13



1. has He not answered your prayers in the past?



2. led you to where you are? Given opportunities, Forgiven


C. Hosea 11:3-4; 8-9 - He is a compassionate Father



1. even when faced with recurring sin, discipline

III. Looking in a Diff. Direction, Am I Praying in God’s Will?


 A. Heb. 11:35-38 - Record of suffering servants



1. Were their prayers answered? v. 39 - commended



2. 1 John 5:14 - God’s will is the key, (Mt. 26:42)



a. Heb. 11:1 - Shall we have faith, or not? Trust God?




b. HE has foresight, knows hearts, sees the end


B. 2 Cor. 12:7-10 - sometimes fighting unseen battles



1. pride, selfishness, self-centeredness, my agenda

IV. Is My Timing God’s Timing?


A. Jn. 11:1, 6 - Jesus heard Laz. was sick, didn’t go to him



1. v.28, 32-25 - Mary faulted J., Jesus wept - felt for her



2. v.4, 40 - J.’s actions explained - for God’s glory


B. Was he callous, mean, thoughtless? hardly, He wept!



1. God’s glory a higher purpose than grief, even death



2. Greater purpose than healing his friend


C. Maybe God is waiting for subject of prayer to learn to...



1. ...glorify God, depend on..., look for God’s agenda

V. Is My Answer God’s Answer?


A. Mk. 2:1-12 - Paralytic lowered thru roof by 4 friends



1. v. 5 - “Your sins are forgiven” ...not what they wanted



2. Jesus had a deeper answer than just healing,




a. spiritual side more import./v.10-12- showed more!!!


B. Note Heb. 2:10; 5:8-9- Jesus perfected, matured by suffer.



1. Paul learned dependence - matured by suffering


C. We ask for what we want, God gives us what we need



1. His answer is part of bringing us to maturity & heaven

VI. What Are We Finding Thus Far?


A. God certainly hears and cares about our supplication.


B. It is a promise to His children, those that seek Him


C. His timing and answer may be unexpected, hard to explain



1. But it will be for our best good



2. Are you one that had privileged access?
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I. Is God ______________________?


A. At times David ______________________, Psalm 10:1; 74:11; 55:1-2


B. At other times, he ______________________, Psalm 94:9; 5:3; 4:3


C. But, how did he know the Lord was listening?  Ps. 34:7, 19, 22; Ps. 55:17;: Ps. 145:18-19 

II. OK, He Listens, but Does God _________________________?


A. David feared this from time to time - Psalm 69:1-2; 77:7-9


B. Cured his doubts with the ________________ - Psalm 77:10-13


C. Hosea 11:3-4; 8-9 - He is a compassionate _______________________

III. Am I Praying ____________________________?


 A. Hebrews 11:35-38 - Record of suffering servants v. 39 - commended



1. 1 John 5:14 - _____________________ is the key, (Mt. 26:42); Hebrews 11:1 


 B. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 - sometimes fighting unseen battles



1. _____________, __________________, self-___________________, my _________________

IV. Is My ______________________ God’s ______________________?


A. John 11:1, 6 - Jesus heard Lazarus was sick, didn’t go to him



1. v. 4, 41 - Jesus’ actions explained - for ______________________


B. Maybe God is waiting for subject of prayer to learn to...



1. ________________ God, __________________ on..., look for God’s ________________

V. Is My ______________________ God’s _______________________?


A. Mark 2:1-12 - Paralytic lowered by 4 friends,  v. 5 - “... sins forgiven” ...not what they wanted


B. Note Hebrews 2:10; 5:8-9 - Jesus ______________, matured by suffering



1. Paul learned __________________ , 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 - matured by suffering


C. We ask for what we ________________, God gives us what we _________________

VI. What Are We Finding Thus Far?


A. God certainly _____________ and _______________ about our supplication


B. It is a promise to ______________________________, those that seek Him


C. His _______________ and _________________ may be unexpected, hard to explain



1. But it will be for our best good
