What Control Does God Exercise in Our Lives?

Great question. Speaking of Providence - foresight or plan to accomplish a desired end, has to do with God working in the affairs of men.

I. 
Misconceptions Confuse the Issue


A. 
Providence limited to Israel - 





1. 
Amos 9:7-8 - moved Philistines & Aramaens





2. 
Jonah 4:11 - had compassion on 120,000 Ninevites





3. 
Genesis 14:18 - glorified in the Egyptians, 





4. 
Genesis 15:15 - wouldn’t take Amorite’s land



B. 
Providence limited to miracles - 





1. 
Genesis 45:5-8 - Joseph to Egypt





2. 
Romans 15:30-32 - Paul to Rome



C. 
Everything is Providential- 





1. 
Ecclesiastes 9:11 - time and chance overtake us all

II. 
Fact is, God is in Control


A. 
OT says have faith, God controls it all





1. 
Ecclesiastes 8:16-9:1 - We’re in the hands of God





2. 
Ecclesiastes 7:13-14 - We cannot change what God does





3. 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 - We cannot know God’s working





4. 
Ecclesiastes 3:15 - Even historic repetition is God’s hand



B. 
Specifically the Messiah was prophesied to rule -






1. 
Psalm 2:7-9; 110:1-2; Isaiah 11:3-5ff 



C. 
NT says Jesus Christ controls it all





1. 
Matthew 28:18, 1 Peter 3:22, Revelation 1:5 - ruler of kings...

III. God Has Always Used Providential Foresight


A. 
In all the earth, all people, especially for His people





1. 
Man can’t always see what God is doing 





2. 
Hebrews 1:13-14 - He has legions of powerful servants





3. 
Hebrews 13:5-6 - We have his promise of help



B. 
With divine assurance He still asks for faith...





1. 
Hebrews 11:6 - Will you be content with that?
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