What Can Change A Heart

Philip Yancey (The Jesus I Never Knew) describes it as one of the ugliest words in our language. A word that nearly suffocates all the joy out of life. The word is irreversible. As when you were 5 and begged to ride the monster coaster and then begged to get off...taking the shot with 2 seconds to play and missing...turning down the job that you wish now you’d taken, but it’s filled by someone else...getting a phone call - Grandad is gone…

I. 
Many Things Seem Irreversible

A. 
A sinful world, so wicked it will never be new



1. 
Then God called Noah


B. 
Couple so old the promise of a child is a joke



1. 
Then Sarah conceived


C. 
Unmarried, pregnant teen with fiancée walking out



1. 
Then Gabriel appeared


D. 
Master, Rabbi, Hope, Friend pierced and buried



1. 
Then Sunday came


E. 
Man/woman with conscience seared with sin….



1. ...tradition bound, stubborn, prideful, selfish…

II. 
God Calls Men to Change their Heart

A. 
Ephesians 4:22-23 - put off/on - renewed in spirit


B. 
Colossians 3:9-10 - put off/on - renewed to true know


C. 
Romans 12:2 - change starts here, in the mind

III. What Hinders Heart Change?

A. 
Defense - of faults, sins weaknesses - 2 Corinthians 10:5



1. 
Turning faults into merits? Stubbornness, tradition, etc.


B. 
Denial - won’t talk about it, 1 John 1:9; James 5:16


C. 
Dismissal - blame game, victim, only human



1. 
2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:12

IV. What Aids Us in Changing Our Heart?

A. 
Distinctive faith - Hebrews 11:6



1. 
Mark 14:27-31 - Peter’s confidence was in Peter



2. 
John 14:1- faced with trials, Jesus taught faith!


B. 
Desire to change, be more like Jesus – Galatians 2:20


C. 
Denying self-our traditions, schemes, opinions,



1. 
Matthew 11:28-30 - tired enough yet of doing yourself



2. 
Proverbs 19:2 - giving our guidance system over to Him


D. 
Determination - courage, persistence, patience



1. 
Perseverance, elbow grease, stick-to-it-ness



2. 
Matthew 7:7-8

V. 
Heart Renewal is Just the Process of Maturing

A. 
Starts with cleansing, continues with learning


B. 
Assisted with prayer, strengthened /fellowship


C. 
Guarded by awareness


D. 
How is your heart condition?



1. 
Some stop their growth, tired, trialed, lazy…



2. 
Just know - it is NOT IRREVERSIBLE!

What Can Change A Heart? 

One of the ugliest words in our language. A word that nearly suffocates all the joy out of life. The word is ______________________. 

I. 
Many Things Seem _______________________

A. 
A sinful world, so wicked it will never be new, then God called ___________________


B. 
Couple so old the promise of a child is a joke, then _________________________


C. 
Unmarried, pregnant teen with fiancée walking out, then ________________________ appeared


D. 
Master, Rabbi, Hope, Friend pierced and buried, then _______________________ came


E. 
Man/woman with conscience seared with sin….

II. 
God Calls Men to Change their _________________

A. 
Ephesians 4:22-23 - put off/on - renewed in _______________


B. 
Colossians 3:9-10 - put off/on - renewed to true _________________.


C. 
Romans 12:2 - change starts here, in the _________________

III. What __________________ Heart Change?

A. ___________________- of faults, sins weaknesses - 2 Corinthians 10:5


B. ___________________- won’t talk about it - 1 John 1:9; James 5:16


C. ___________________- blame game, victim, only human - 2 Corinthians 5:10

IV. What ____________ Us in Changing Our Heart?

A. _________________ faith - Hebrews 11:6


B. _________________ to change, be more like Jesus - Galatians 2:20


C. _________________ self-our traditions, schemes, opinions,


D. _________________- courage, persistence, patience - Matthew 7:7-8

V. 
Heart Renewal is Just the Process of _____________________

A. 
Starts with _________________, continues with ___________________


B. 
Assisted with ________________, strengthened /____________________


C. 
Guarded by _________________,  How is your heart condition?
