WHAT DO YOU DO WITH FAILURE?
We live in an age consumed with success. Brag about winning wars in days. Engage in riots and fist fights over games. Untold millions spent on business success. Even Charlie Sheen went on a Victory Tour. Nobody LIKES failure, and spiritual failure is the worst, but it has a place in our lives.

I. What is Failure?
	A. from Latin meaning to deceive, disappoint
		1. get fallacy and fallible from the same root word
	B. The condition of not achieving the desired end(s)
		1. being found insufficient, falling short (sin?)
		2. can be something we do, something that happens to us
	C. Failure is also an “interpretation”
		1. We judge failure in ourselves, or our performance
	D. Can be a stone of stumbling or a stepping stone up

II. The Bible is Full of Failures of all Kinds
	A. Adam & Eve, Noah, Abraham, Issac, David, Jonah, Eli
		1. deceit, drunkenness, fear, lust, hatred, apathy, etc.
	B. Hebrews 11 - Rahab, Gideon, Samson, Samuel
	C. All these, and more, missed the mark, Romans 3:23
		1. Seems to be part of the human condition
		2. So what will we do with it? What does God expect?

III. Five Facts About Failure
	A. It is Inevitable - only cadavers are cool, laid back all time
		1. no note from Mom to get out of school of hard knocks
		2. Consider apostle, church planter, persecuted, HS author
 			a. c.a. 57 AD - Rom. 7:15-24; 61-63 AD - Phil. 3:12-14

	B. It reminds me that I am not God
		1. Somehow learned God can’t use ordinary, fallible people
			a. must be successful/perfect to be valued, loved, happy
			b. Js. 5:17 - Elijah had a nature like ours					c. Acts 4:13 - Peter/ John were uneducated & untrained	
			d. Exodus 3-4 - Moses panic’d into 5 arguments
				1) failed 40 yrs. earlier, sneered at, ran in fear 
	C. It reminds me to look through God’s eyes
		1. failure can lead to a crisis of belief, requires decision...
			a. Ps. 103:13-14 - to have compassion on dusty self
			b. Ps. 8:4-5 - to remember that we are “special” dust	
			c. 1 Cor. 1:26-29 - God has use for the weak, powerless
	D. It can point to the need to change
		1. Success is comfortable, blinds is to new challenges, effort
			a. enjoyable rut, but a rut = grave w/ends kicked out
			b. ship in harbor is safe, but not what ships are for
			c. ease/comfort CAN mean apathy, lukewarm, mediocri.
		2. failure says stop, reexamine, check direction, set goals
			a. Mk. 14:50 - all disciples fled, must’ve examined self
			b. Acts 9:4-5 - Saul brought up short, ex. self for 3 days
	E. It is an essential part of success
		1. Fact - Babe Ruth’s 714 home runs, struck out 1330x’s 
		2. T. Edison failed 100’s of times before light bulb
		3. Aug. 1978, Double Eagle II, 1st transatlantic flight, 
			a. since 1873 it took 13 efforts in 105 yrs. 
		4. Rom. 7:24-8:1 - Sin’s failures should awaken us to Christ
		5. Failure leaves scars, hurt feelings, fear, wounded rel’ships
		6. Can bring softer hearts, stronger character, awareness
						 of God’s grace
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