What Kind of Follower am I?

Talk show after Jim Jones and French Guiana Koolaid. Asked why? “Most people want to be led.” Much discussion/study about leadership/multiplying ministries... may not be the answer. Not all are leaders/apostles. Might be a way to be a successful follower. 2 Types of followers.

I. Jesus Encountered Passive Followers

A. Many came to hear, relatively few left their locale


B. These want simple answers, arguments settled



1. Lk. 12:13; Mt. 11:3; 22:17; Mk 13:4



2. Eating, Marr. & funerals in church bldg.?    r/w?




a. Mess up marriage & want y/n on re-marriage?




b. What is modest? attend Bible class? want a law!




c. wants to be told what to do w/simple answers

C. These want no personal challenge, change, or effort



1. Mt. 19:16-22 - no wrestling w/character, behavior




a. would rather turn than face attitude, criticism



2. not inter. in God’s eter.plan/tabernacle symbolism




a. only what he can/cannot do - y/n or r/w answers



3. As with rich young ruler - refused simple answers




a. challenged honesty, pet sins, presuppositions



4. Lk. 13:16 - called people to think about actions




a. Mt. 12:10-12 - judge value of a man vs. law!


D. Teaching how to live more import. than what to do




1. requires talk, study, thoughtfulness, vision

II. Jesus Also Encountered Active Followers

A. Lk. 9:57-58 - These want to go with Jesus



1. onto the sea at midnight, into Samaria, to the cross


B. Jn. 6:59-60, 66-69- ...will not leave at hard sayings




1. struggles w/meat, changes, conforms to Jesus im.



2. dis. left toll booths, nets, boats, politics & followed



3. Mt. 16:22 - Sometimes they argued with Jesus



4. Jn. 11:16; Lk. 18:28 - Sometimes they complained



5. Mt. 6:30 - Sometimes rebuked for worldliness



6. Lk. 9:55 - Sometimes rebuked for not “getting it”



7. Lk. 22:28 - but at the end of the day...




a. dis stayed w/Jesus, matured, strengthened


C. Jesus came to lead us, not to herd us



1. We too are admonished to grow, in grace and know.




a. to be equipped, mature, teachers, examples




b. to stand like men and keep standing, thru all



2. What kind of follower are we?




a. passive - wanting easy y/n, r/w answers?




b. active - following even when it is difficult?
What Kind of Follower am I?

Much discussion/study about leadership/multiplying ministries... may not be the answer. Might be a way to be a successful follower. There are possibly 2 main types of followers.

I. Jesus Encountered __________________ Followers

A. These want ____________________ answers, ___________________ settled



1. Luke 12:13; Matthew 11:3; 22:17; Mark 13:4


B. These want no personal ________________, _____________, or ____________



1. Matthew 19:16-22 - no wrestling with _______________, or ________________



2. As with the rich young ruler - Jesus often refused to give simple answers



3. Luke 13:16 - called people to think about their ___________________




a. Mt. 12:10-12 - called them to judge value of a _________ vs. __________!

II. Jesus Also Encountered __________________________ Followers

A. Luke 9:57-58 - These want to ___________________ with Jesus


B. John 6:59-60, 66-69- ...will not _________________ at hard sayings




1. Matthew 16:22 - Sometimes they _____________ with Jesus



4. John 11:16; Luke 18:28 - Sometimes they _____________________



5. Matthew 6:30 - Sometimes rebuked for _______________________



6. Luke 9:55 - Sometimes _______________________ for not “getting it”



7. Luke 22:28 - but at the end of the day...




a. disciples _____________ with Jesus, _________________, __________________


C. Jesus came to __________________ us, not to _________________ us



1.  What kind of follower are we?




a. ______________ - wanting easy yes/no, right/wrong answers?




b. ______________ - following even when it is difficult?
