Warning Signs - part 1
Stop, yield, and construction signs alert us to hazards and help us to adjust our driving to avoid tragedy. There ought to be warning signs for sin. Are there?

I. 
Not Everywhere, i.e. Calvinism and legalism


A. 
“Perseverance of the saints,” once saved always saved


B. 
Sale of indulgences, confession to priests, words without repentance
II. 
There ARE Warnings in the Word of Truth


A. 
Galatians 6:1- if one is caught in a trespass, restore him


B. 
Matthew 18:15ff- if brother sins, show him and win your brother


C. 
James 5:19-20- if one strays and returns, saved from death


D. 
Hebrews 3:12- evil, unbelieving brother’s heart can fall away


E. 
Hebrews 6:4ff- CHRISTIAN can fall away, impossible to renew

III. But All Levels of Warning are not the Same


A. 
Yield is not stop, bridge out not same as falling rock


B. 
Teaching African to drive... running stop signs



1. 
Knowing “stop” and doing “stop” are different levels



2. 
Knowing we can fall, seeing signs, and stopping also different

C. 
Brother shared a sheet, Relapse Prevention, danger signs



1. 
34 signs that one might be heading for a fall



2. 
Surprising how similar addictions are to sin 



3. 
Surprising how word warns us without us realizing it

IV.
Genesis 4:7- How to know Sin is Crouching at the Door


1. 
Apprehension about well being- sense of fear, lacks confidence


a. 
Getting past the initial stage, John 20:30-31; Hebrews 6:1



b.  
1 John 5:13; 1 John 3:19-21; Philippians 4:4


2. 
Denial- of negative feelings, inappropriate handling, Romans 3:23


3. 
Declaration- “I’ll never to that... again.”  1 John 1:8, 10



a. 
discounting recovery steps, (in control? no need for teaching)


4. 
Judgment - preoccupation with judging others



a. 
not always, but sometimes... Matthew 7:3-5


5. 
Defensiveness- rather than open to problems or recovery



a. 
Romans 12:2- renewed to service, love, worship, praise


6. 
Obsessive behavior - focus and behavior become rigid



a. 
cannot discern between congregation and individual behavior



b. 
or between my conscience/application and actual doctrine


7. 
Impulsive behavior- making “spur of the moment” decisions



a. 
to not attend worship, spend your “purpose” - 2 Corinthians 10:5


8. 
Isolation - isolating self, Hebrews 10:25


9. 
Tunnel vision- focusing on only 1 area of life



a. 
Bible speaks of us as family members, Christians, citizens, work.

V. 
Beating Satan/Sin is Done in Steps


A. 
Just like spiritual growth, 



1. 
Seeing the warning signs and taking action in faith



2. 
Do you see any signs that you need to act?
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