​​WHY COME TOGETHER?    1 Corinthians 11:17-19


What seems simple is often misunderstood. One brother invited to be an elder, asked why we eat the Lords Supper on Sunday? Answer: That is our tradition. A mature sister, raised in the church over 40 years, asked what is a Pastor? Answer: The preacher! Maybe we better ask, Why come together?

I. 
Among all the problems at Corinth


A. 
One bright light - were still meeting together




1. 
Unlike Hebrews, Hebrews 10:25  




2. 
Coming together used 5 times in 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

B. 
A vital, foundational aspect of living and growing in Christ that some have difficulty with 

II. 
First, Why We Don’t Come Together


A. 
1 Corinthians 11:20-21 - not to please self, 2 Timothy 4:3

 

1. 
Meeting to get job, advancement, money



2. 
Friendship, relatives, tradition (comfortable feeling)



3. 
Baby sitting, day school, ball team, kids recreation

B. 
Matthew 6:1-2 - not to please others



1. 
Present to appear righteous? Receive glory?



2. 
Quit when unhappy with brethren, there for them?



3. 
Acts 5 - Ananias & Sapphira


C. 
Not to visit, social exercise



1. 
Years past - chance to come to town, dress up


D. 
Not for entertainment - Instrumental plays, dramas, gimmicks, games


E. 
In the same way, Not to eat, 1 Corinthians 11:22, 34



1. 
Picnics, banquets, suppers - FELLOWSHIP??



2. 
Acts 2:46- house to house, i.e. Hospitality!



3. 
Crossroads Discipling - Almost canceled over cookie break
III. 
We Come Together Because


A. 
Colossians 3:1-3, we need to remember Christ



1. 
Do that in the Lord’s Supper - 1 Corinthians 11:24-25



2. 
Also in prayers 1 Timothy 2:5, songs Ephesians 5:19



3. 
In our love for one another - Matthew 25:45


B. 
Acts 2:42, we need to be taught 1 Corinthians 14:17-19



1.
Been in church 30 years, Remember all? Judges!



2. 
Ones at the beginning of lesson were mature



3. 
Have come a long way since A. Campbell, 1910


C. 
Acts 2:42, we need to pray together



1. 
James 5:16 - “righteous man” vs. men



2. 
Matthew 7:7-11 - common sense principles, get together


D. 
Colossians 3:16, we need to sing together



1. 
James 5:13, Lord knows discouragement



2. 
He gave us an emotional means of lifting group


E. 
1 Corinthians16:1-2 - We need to give, for us and Lord



1. 
To help others, support teaching, do the work



2. 
Matthew 6:21- to avoid covet. and guard heart


F. 
1 Corinthians 5:4-5 - We need to recognize sin



1. 
Admit it, identify it, explain it, and label it


G. 
Acts.2:42 - Need to remember who we are



1. 
Association leads to fellowship leads to relationship


H. 
Psalm 122:1 - Taught to do it, must be for our good



1. 
Hebrews 10:24ff - for our good and for others

IV. When God’s Children Meet, Where are You?


A. 
Do you rest easy? Spiritual enough?   Know enough?



1. 
Close enough to brethren?  Grown enough?


B. 
Every member at every service, more than a slogan.
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