WHO IS JESUS - Part 1

A difficult question at best. Sometimes clouded by the thinking and ideas of men and sometimes causes men to be labeled as heretics. The answer has defined doctrinal stands, divided churches, and separated brethren as well as scholars. Certainly worthy of some consideration and of more interest to us is what the Bible says, rather than the philosophical nature of the answer.

I. 
Still Living with Answers From History

A. 
c.a.250– Sabellian – 3 manifestations as needed,




1. 
Oneness Pentecostals

B. 
c.a.350– Arian– superior but created being




1. 
J.W.s– Rutherford & Russell praised Arius as standing for the truth


C. 
c.a.1550– Socinian– just a special man, teacher




1. 
Jews, M.Ghandi


D. 
Trinitarian – 3 personalities in one God


E. 
What does the Bible say? Who is Jesus?

II. Jesus is Worthy of Worship

A. 
Men CAN worship anything




1. 
Acts 10:25-26; Revelation 19:10, 22:9; Romans 1:25


B. 
But, angels were commanded – Hebrews 1:6


C. 
And, Jesus accepted it – John 9:38; Matthew 28:17


D. 
And claimed the right – Matthew 28:18; John 5:21-23


E. 
And is worthy of it - John 1:1, 14; 8:24; 




1. 
Romans1:25; Colossians 2:9

III. Jesus is the “Firstborn”

A. 
2 usages of this term in scripture




1. 
Firstborn in time– Genesis 27:19; Luke 2:7




2. 
Firstborn in rank or position – Roman 8:29






a)   Hebrews 12:22-23; Jeremiah 31:9; Psalms 89:27


B. 
Colossians 1:13-18– He is before all, the head, the beginning, first place in everything




1. 
Verse 18 is a statement of position






a)   Romans 1:4, 14:9; Hebrews 12:23

IV. Jesus is the “Only Begotten”

A. 
“only begotten” is from “monogenes” Gk.




1. 
Mono(one) gennao(begat)- “only begotten” error




2. 
Mono(one) genos(type)- unique, 1 of a kind




3. 
NOT “only begotten” but ….






a) 
”unique”, “1 of a kind”, “only”


B. 
Evidenced in Hebrews 11:17




1. 
Isaac not “only begotten”, but unique, 1 of kind


C. 
Foretold in Psalms 2:7-9, When begotten???




1. 
Acts 13:32-34- when he was raised up




2. 
Hebrews 5:4-5– when he was glorified

 


3. 
“Only begotten” is “1 of a kind, unique, only”




4. 
“Only begotten” is statement of position, 






a)   ...NOT origin

V. More to Consider, but He is God, Worthy of Worship

A. 
Has walked among men, has all authority


B. 
Has redeemed us from our sins


C. 
Now (Revelation 3:20) knocks and waits
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