Lessons From the Virginia Tech Massacre    April 16, 07

April 16 will be one of those dates remembered by many for a lifetime. The worst school shooting and massacre on American soil in recent history took place.  Proverbs 1:20-22, warns us to “listen.”  Are there lessons for us to learn?

I. 
Primary Lesson for Thinkers? Spiritual Preparation


A.  
Pictures and profiles of victims show all races and interests




1. 
Some saw it coming, others didn’t, next floor up ignored


2. 
Monday - in church all day, Tuesday - lighting candles


B. 
We need to prepare for death – Proverbs 27:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3



1. 
Life is ALWAYS too short, nobody getting out alive


C. 
Also need to prepare for judgment – Ecclesiastes 9:11-12; Hebrews 9:27



1. 
Only die once, but eternity stretches on

II. 
Belief, Feelings, Nor Sincerity Make One Right

A. 
No excuse for murdering 32 people



1. 
Depressed, video-gamer, NRA headquarters in Virginia


2. 
Set off by girl friend, ruined by liberal professors


B. 
2 Corinthians 5:10 – Likewise with salvation, relationships



1. 
Bathsheba made David lust? Abel made Cain angry?


C. 
Doctrine, practice, and belief should be based on truth 



1. 
John 17:17; Romans 10:17- no Word? Can’t have faith!

III. Tragedy Sets Our Priorities


A. 
Livlu Librescu - holocaust survivor, Aeronautics engineer, Professor



1. 
Held door, told students to escape, shot through the door



2. 
Papers, awards, degrees not as important as students


B. 
Not healthcare, education, stock market, sports, material things



1. 
Matthew 24:17-18; Luke 12:15 



2. 
In an instant these can become unimportant


C. 
Life is people, relationships, family, loved ones, and association


1. 
NOW is the time for kisses, hugs, stories, flowers, time 




2. 
Much good in people – why wait till a crisis to find it?

IV.
Recognition of A Common Foe

A. 
Some died instantly, some bled out, some injured serious.



1. 
All from cool, premeditated hatred by one man


B. 
Broken family, deserted kids, immorality, separated friend



1. 
Split church, gossip, slander and hatred equaling murder



2. 
Name calling, lying, envy, covetousness, lust



3. 
Also premeditated hatred – by one person – 1 Peter 5:8b

V. 
Our Decisions Have Far Reaching Consequences

A. 
First Lord’s day for childless parents, many grieving



1. 
Politics preached, laws passed, more tears




a. 
hatred, fear, depression, homes breaking up with stress


B. 
Price paid with alcohol, drugs, evil assoc., lying, immorality



1. 
Proverbs 14:1 – what decisions are shaping your house?


C. 
Good decisions have consequences also... 



1. 
Becoming a Christian, standing strong, inviting others

VI. Safety and Security is Found in One Place Only, Jesus Christ

A. 
Psalm 4:8; Proverbs 21:31; 1 Corinthians 15:58 – your toil is not in vain


B. 
Ephesians 1:1-3 – every spiritual blessing, including prayer

VII. Will Any Good Result?

A. 
Lincoln, Gettysburg Address – opposed to dead dying in vain


B. 
Providence says we cannot know if chance or foresight



1. 
Midwest droughts of the last decade, earthquake epicenter in L.A. porn district, terrorist strike at financial district, killer storms, threatening wars, school shootings


C. 
If you give your attention to the Lord, good will result!

