Tying It All Together - 1 Peter 5:5-14
Peter’s letter is a powerful letter to a people under pressure, scattered in ordeal and facing trials. How does he tie this all up into a package here at the end?

I. 
Verses 5-7 - Give Up Control

A. 
Part and parcel to serving God is trusting Him to control



1. 
Trying to control can be passive or aggressive ...


B. 
Defeat pride (blinding, stubborn, 1/3 of Satan’s best tools)



1. 
Pride of youth, resistance to submission 



2. 
Also one’s station in life, age, knowledge - 1 Corinthians 8:2



3. 
Verse 5 - God “opposes”, resists, arranges Himself against

C. 
Defeat anxiety (worry, overly concerned), lack of faith 



1. 
Philippians 4:6-7; Matthew 6:33-34


D. 
Cure? Verse 6 - humble self (recognize true position) 



1. 
And verse 7 - give Him your worries, He cares for you

II. 
Verse 8 - Resist the Devil, 


A. 
Why? Your adversary wishes to devour you



1. 
“Adversary” - opponent at law, accuses you


B. 
What will help us to resist him? And deny the accusations



1. 
Being sober and alert, i.e. serious and watchful




a. 
of companions, places, situations, and SELF



2. 
Be firm in your faith- add to it, encourage it, build it




b. 
2 Peter 1:5-8



3. 
Know that others are resisting the same experiences



4. 
Verse10 - keep looking to the end of it all, the victory!

III. Verse 12 - This Letter IS the True Grace of God

A. 
Stand firm in it!



1. 
That you are chosen, and born again



2. 
That you have attached yourself to Jesus



3. 
That you will live above average lives, in excellence



4. 
That you CAN know and deal with your enemy



5. 
That suffering is expected and can be profitable



6. 
And that God has provided a loving family and watchful leadership that will help you succeed.


B. 
Verse 14 - Peace be to you all who are in Christ! Are You?
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