Three Words for Fathers

Consider the “rest of the story” for balance.
I. Tighten Up, Work Hard, you have responsibilities...


A. as citizen, Eph. 6:5-8 - as for the Lord, not men


B. as a provider, 1 Tim. 5:3-4, 8 - care for family 


C. as a Christian, Eph. 4:28 - so you can share 


D. as part of the body, 1 Cor. 16:1-2 - as prospered


E. as a light, Mt. 5:16 - an example to glorify God



1. for the world, your aquaintence’s, and children


F. But this is not the end of the story

II. Lighten Up


A. David Elkinds The Hurried Child, 1981, 11 yr old



1. what of lightning bugs in July, homemade ice cream



2. ...playing cops & robbers, church, going barefoot


B. What is the push? Why the pressure? 



1. On the computer, phone, texting, email, soc. net.



2. 9 yr. olds to ball camp, playing 3-4 sports at time



3. make-up, jewelry, labeled clothes, “going out”


C. 1 Cor. 13:11, Ecc. 3:1 - vicarious living? 


D. Steve Farrar, Anchorman, Nascar fathers




1.2 cans = 22 gal. fuel, 4 tires in 18 seconds



2. Parents training efficient pit crews? back truck up




a. need to take a road trip, fish, hike, serve others


E. Pushing children to excel in the world?



1. and away from family, spiritual things, Lk. 16:13 
III. Loosen Up, Col. 3:21


A. There is a place for Eph. 6:4 - not discounting it



1. So why do “trained” children err? maybe balance?



2. Ecc. 7:16 - too rigid, don’t listen, can’t flex



3. Kids are like chickens, they need safe place to...




a) squawk, lay a few eggs, & flap their wings


B. Avg. adult laughs 17 times per day, child? 400




a. loosing 383 laughs somewhere in growing up


C. Four suggestions for flexing reasonably..



1. Be real to your kids - apologize, be afraid,




a. admit pressure, unsurety... find time to talk



2. Keep rules to a minimum - frus. discou. Col. 3:21




a. spend time instead at teaching their heart




b. negotiate rules, NEVER principles, as they age



3. Practice saying yes - easy to say no, sound neg.




a. one parent - never say no when you can say yes




b. plenty of things require firm, strong “NO”




c. Alcatraz, 1934-1963, handbook rule #5...





entitled to food, clothing, shelter, & med. attent.





everything else is a privilige / prison or home?


4. Mistakes are not the end of the world




a. expecting perfect kids, parenting, home is foolish




b. God reaches us with grace, HE is model Father




c. Christians virtues are not just for each other





1. patience, kindness, compassion, mercy, etc. 


D. Pro. 24:3-6



1. wise men, full of strength and knowledge


2. Building their houses on God’s word & balance
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