Those Who Desire Opportunity   2 Cor. 11:12-13

Paul is defending his gospel & apostleship in the text. Some were tearing down Paul to make themselves look better and gain influence over the saints. That influence was not intended for good. 

I. There are others desiring influence


A. Matthew 13:54-57 - ...a prophet is not without honor...



1. Who thinks this way? family, people who raised, peers 



2. People closest to us may be willing to hold us down



3. Matthew 10:34-37 - “family, ” wants to influence us 


B. John 7:46-48 - Have any of the rulers believed?



1. Who are you? be like us, follow the crowd, 



2. Exodus 23:2; Matthew 7:13-14




a. “followers” want to influence us


C. John 7:52 - ...no prophet arises out of Galilee



1. You don’t have any background for this, Amos 7:14-16a




a. J. took a zealot, publican, fishermen together




b. Paul’s background was a hindrance, Philippians 3:8



2. John 1:46 - common wisdom is often wrong



3 . John 7:15 - ...He has never studied.




a. You don’t have the education?




b. John 3:3-5 - Everyone is born again, starts fresh




c. “know it alls” want to influence us


D. John 10:20 - ...He is insane... why listen to him?



1. literal Bible? 6 day creation? worldwide flood? Ressur.?



2. 2 Peter 3:3-7 - scoffers follow self, overlook the facts



3. Acts 26:24 - those who don’t love truth can’t understand




a. “spiritually blind” want to influence us


E. Matthew 15:12 - “You offend people,”  - political correct.


 
1. v. 13-14 - J. not worried about offending 




a. Nicodemas, other Phar. became believers




b. one offended by God becomes an offense to God



2. Luke 11:45-46,52 - told them they were wrong



3. Galatians 2:11, 14 - Paul opposed Peter before all..




a. “compromisers” want to influence us

II. 2 Cor. 11:12, 15b - Paul would not give in


A. not willing to give up influence, or give it to others



1. Paul understood John 8:32



2. more important than family, crowd pleasers, 




a. know it alls, spiritually blind, or compromisers


B. Here is the danger, we’re all influenced by someone



1. Who or what influences you?
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Paul is defending his gospel & apostleship in the text. Some were tearing down Paul to make themselves look better and gain influence over the saints. That influence was not intended for good. 

I. There are others desiring influence


A. Matthew 13:54-57 - ...a ________________ is not without honor...



1. People closest to us may be willing to hold us down



3. Matthew 10:34-37 - “__________________, ” wants to influence us 


B. John 7:46-48 - Have any of the _____________________ believed?



1. Exodus 23:2; Matthew 7:13-14, “____________________” want to influence us


C. John 7:52 - ...no prophet arises out of _______________________



1. You don’t have any background for this, Amos 7:14-16a; Philippians 3:8



2. John 1:46; John 7:15 - ...He has never studied. John 3:3-5 - Everyone is________________




a. “_______________________” want to influence us


D. John 10:20 - ...He is _______________________... why listen to him?



1. 2 Peter 3:3-7 - scoffers follow self, overlook the facts



2. Acts 26:24 - “______________________________” want to influence us


E. Matthew 15:12 - “You ______________________ people,”  


 
1. v. 13-14 - Jesus not worried about offending 




a. One _________________ by God becomes an _____________________ to God



2. Luke 11:45-46,52; Galatians 2:11, 14; “_____________________” want to influence us

II. 2 Corinthians 11:12, 15b - Paul would not give in


A. Apostle not willing to give up influence, or give it to others. He understood John 8:32.



1. More important than ______________, _____________________________, 




a. ______________________, spiritually _______________, or _______________________


B. Here is the danger, we’re all influenced by someone, who or what influences you?
