Thessalonica - An Excelling Church
Church planting took place in Acts 17:4 with some Jews, large number of Greeks, and a number of leading women.

I. 
Might Take Note of Those Who Did Not Obey

A. 
17:5 - let jealousy dictate, emotional and carnal vs. honest


B. 
17:5 - dropped convictions to achieve evil ends



1. 
Verses 6-7 - say anything to win their point


C. 
17:11 - real problem - not doctrinal or political



1. 
NOT noble minded, no desire to receive the Word


D. 
17:13 - evil never restful, content, at peace, letting it drop



1. 
Unlike these above, Thessalonica church acted differently...

II. 
1:6; 2:14-15, Became Imitators of Good

A. 
James 1:22 - understood their need and acted appropriately

B. 
EZ to cheer on righteousness, not so EZ to act



1. 
Many want Christian families - few willing to sacrifice to get...



2. 
Want a solid, sound church - unwilling to devote self?



3. 
Employers want Christian workers - even on Sunday


C. 
1:7-8 - imitators become the imitated - others need you!

III. 3:4-8, They Stood Firm, In the Lord

A. 
Not fair weather Christians, discouraged as in Romans 8:31



1. 
1:8 - persecution didn’t stop their worship/teaching



2. 
We should keep sounding out the Word, glorifying God


B. 
5:11 - kept on encouraging and building up! How?



1. 
Worship attendance? Hebrews 10:25; Associations? 1 Peter 4:9



2. 
Interest in and love for each other, souls of men, Christ


C. 
2 Thessalonians 1:4-5 - continued in perseverance didn’t quit

D. 
Much to do, not time to rest yet, get started and don’t quit!

IV. 5:12-13, They Needed Teaching about Their Leaders

A. 
They had leaders appointed, preparing for the future


B. 
They needed the right attitude - Followship



1. 
Appreciate labor, leading, instruction, esteem in love 

V. 
1 Thessalonians 4:1, They Needed to Excel

A. 
No excited/drawn in by mediocrity, draws no attention



1. 
Wins no races, overcomes nothing but zeal, saves no one


B. 
What are we doing right?  Do it better!



1. 
Kindness, warmth, singing, giving, association



2. 
Encourage, uplift, build, heal, strengthen


C. 
4:9-10 - Especially excel in loving brethren



1. 
1 John ties it to salvation


2. 
Common sense ties it to our lives and happiness


D. 
1:7 -  Thessalonica can be our example



1. 
Have you opened your heart to the truth, acted on it?
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