WHAT IS THE ROLE OF WOMEN Part 2

An Application of Principles


A.M. chart #1.  Mentioned in Part 1 there were many questions about this topic.  Some caused by 50 years of feminism and some caused by misunderstanding passages like 1 Cor. 14:34-35 and teaching strongly on it.  With study we’ve grown past “traditional” viewpoints like “only in the Lord,” 1 Cor. 7:39, no classes and single containers.  In this area also, let’s continue to restore and preach the first century gospel – not men’s traditions, whether they are ours or anybody elses.

I. WHAT KIND OF QUESTIONS/
APPLICATIONS ARE THERE?

A. Can women teach? Preach? Lead worship activities?

B. What of women in Bible classes – teaching? speaking?


1. What about teaching children, with a man 
present?

C. What of women writing articles? Serving on committees? Teams?

D. What about congregational meeting vs. men’s meeting?

E. What can a woman do? 


1. Let’s review and apply – a.m. charts (from sheet) 2 3 4 5

II. QUESTIONS EXAMINED

A. Can women teach, preach, or publicly lead worship activities? chart/chart


1. Not “over” a man, not exercising authority over a man

B. What of women teaching/speaking in Bible classes? chart/chart


1. No biblical distinction between “assemblies”

C. What about teaching children with a man 
present? chart


1. Very similar to question of women teaching 10-12 year old baptized boy


2. Man not being taught, not under autho. – uncomfortable not same as unscriptural

D. What about writing articles? Any authority exercised by male or female writers?


1. Serving on committees? Teams? - 
define, define


2. Is 1 Tim. 2:12 being violated? No

E. What about congregational meetings vs. men’s meetings?


1. Consider some reasons –  1. 2. 3.



Reason #1 – “She cannot be an elder; she can never meet the qualifications, therefore she cannot be in a business meeting of the local church helping to make decisions because she can never do that which she can never qualify to be (an elder).” Same logic would apply to men who could never be an elder.

                        Reason #2 – Certainly women have a voice. They are an effective, integral part of the working of the local church. But once again, this does not advocate that they should be present in business meetings. If we allow women a voice in business meetings we are advocating a situation for women to disobey 1 Tim. 2:11, 12. A woman permitted to “quietly” attend a business meeting will at some point feel compelled to speak.”



Reason #3 – “In the absence of elders, the men’s business meeting is generally used to make decisions for the local church. Women have no more role in that meeting than they have in the elders meeting.”  Our elders do meet with sisters to listen and talk.

2. Reason 4 – subject, more important? score

“The fact that the whole church came together to consider the matter in both Acts 6 and Acts 15 says nothing about business meetings in which judgments must be made touching the business aspects of a congregation.”  Divided church, benev., choosing deacons, false teaching not the business of the church? ‘Decisions’ about parking lots & A.C. too important for women but doctrinal matters ok?

3. Not demeaning the principle of male leadership – just the rule making

F. What can a woman do?


1. Share the struggle, serve the church, helper of many & Paul risk neck, host church, work hard for church


2. Learn & obey truth, grow in grace & fruit of Spirit, date like a Christian, choose a godly man to marry, she be a faithful help to him, love him, work in her home, guide her house & silence the adversary, pray constantly, teach her children, other children, young women & other women, partner with her husband in his work for Christ, write the sick, shut in, material for classes, articles, visit the weak, newcomers, open her home to the young, prepare food, clean homes,  teach the lost, assist teachers & preachers, prepare Lord’s Supper, etc., etc.

G. Quote 1 – “I wonder if the church has not been somewhat crippled over the past 30 to 40 years by women’s fear of violating principles of subjection. The N.T. women mentioned were dedicated to leadership, while always remaining within their God-given roles. If women of today fall short of fulfilling these roles, the church will not be ‘equipped for ever work of service.’”

III. CONCLUSION? THE SAME AS PART 1

A. We’ve studied one part of the gospel – important


1. But is it the part that really applies to you?

