The Facts of Being Lost

Luke 15:4-32
We speak of our desire to go to heaven and wish for others that they might be saved and possess the blessings that are the right of the children of God. We don’t like so much to think about being lost. Consider the facts...

I. 
Being Lost is a Sad Situation


A. 
Ephesians 2 - speaking to Christians, where they came from





1. 
2:1-3 - dead, following Satan, children of wrath





2. 
2:12 - separated from Christ, no hope, without God 



B. 
Matthew 25:30 - outer darkness, weeping and gnashing





1. 
Matthew 25:41 - eternal fire, prepared for devil/angels



C. 
Revelation 21:8 - lake of fire, 2nd death



D. 
A sad place to live and worse state to die in

II. 
Enter Luke 15 - Being Lost in 3D


A. 
15:4-7 - Sheep, wanders off, unintentional, in danger





1. 
Brought back by other’s efforts





2. 
Rejoicing at it being found



B. 
15:8-10 - Coin, lost, no fault of its own, still lost!





1. 
Brought back by careful effort of others





2. 
Rejoicing at it’s being found



C. 
15:11-24 - Son, lost thru rebellion, verse 32 - same as dead





1. 
Was in family, had blessings, wanted “freedom”





2. 
Brought back (verse 17) by coming to senses, humility





3. 
Rejoicing at his return, except by jealous brother

III. What FACTS are Here for us to Observe?



A. 
Sometime it’s not our fault, lost unintentionally





1. 
Still lost - 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8





2. 
Romans 1:19-20 - evidence, Matthew 7:7-8 - ability to know



B. 
Sometimes the efforts of others can bring us back,





1. 
Sometimes must come to our own senses, humility





2. 
Jude 22-23 - doing whatever is necessary



C. 
One can be lost, even though saved at one time





1. 
Hebrew 6:4-8; 2:1-3a



D. 
When a soul is rescued it is always a time for rejoicing




1. 
James 5:19-20

IV. 
What is the Point?


A. 
For self - come to Christ and out of a lost condition





1. 
Beware the danger of turning back to the world







a. 
prayer, study, worship, love, give, encourage, uplift



B. 
For others - Don’t be passive while people are lost





1. 
Work the outreach, shine with example, keep inviting





2. 
Galatians 6:9 - be not weary in well doing...
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