The Whole Armor of God
Paul surrounded by soldiers near the end of his life. Greatest military ever known, months under arrest, soldier with him night and day. Distinctive armor that was used to subdue the world.  Paul spoke in the context of what he saw. 1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 2:3, as well as Eph. 6:10-17.

I. Christians are to put on the Panoply - Eph. 6:11, 14
	A. 6:11, 13, 14 - position ourselves to stand firm
	B. 2 Cor. 10:3-5 - weaponry must not be carnal

II. Consider the Weaponry of the Christian
	A. Belt of truth, not an ornament, bound all together
		1. soldier moves freely with this help, Jn. 17:17
	B. Breastplate of right./protected heart, vital organs
		1. 1st cent. reliefs show only officers wore metal
			a. common foot soldier wore leather corselet
		2. Ps. 119:9-11 - right-wiseness guards our heart
		3. 1 Thess. 5:8 - faith/love lead to righteousness
	C. Shoes of readiness, prepared with the gospel of peace
		1. roman soles about 3/4 inch thick, with nails in sole
			a. padded with strips of cloth, fir - firm footing
		2. ?made difficult to walk backwards? Heb. 10:38-39
	D. Shield of faith - 1st cent., 4x2 ft. curved rectangular
		1. Made of wood strips glued, What of flaming darts?
			a. Arrows with cloth, tar, explodes when it hits
		2. Also covered shins so shin guards unnecessary

		3. Faith guards us from surprise attacks, Heb. 11:1
	E. Helmet of Sal. 1 Thess. 5:8 - the hope of Salvation
		1. Something we possess right now, protects the head
		2. Allows one to lift up head with confidence, courage
		3. Also identifies us, 2 Tim. 2:19
	F. Sword of the Sp., 3 offensive weapons carried by R.
		1. 7ft. spear, dagger, 2ftx2in double edged sword
		2. Roman training man. taught thrusting vs. slashing
			a. Though unhelmeted corpses show slashes also
	G. Summed up?
		1. truth & right., preparat. & faith, salvat. & the word
		2. Christians protection, defense, offen., rescue equp.

III. The Real Point of the Comparison... 
	Josephus (rom. citizen, traveled w/)the Roman Legions
	A. Always carried their weapons, even in peace
	B. Always exercised w/diligence, no break from training
		1. no panic, fatigue, confusion
	C. During reign of Emp. Gratian soldiers complained
		1. Armor, 7ft. iron tipped spears, helmets were heavy
		2. Cavalry of Huns, Goths, Alani adopted their armor
		3. For 1st time - Romans fled, defeated, deserted 
	D. Is gospel armor too heavy for you? 2 Cor. 10:3-5
		1. Gen. MacArthur - “War’s very object is victory,
								 not prolonged indecision.”
	

		2. First battle of Bull Run,
			a. Right and left flanks of confederate army fell back
			b. Thomas Jackson’s troops held firm
			c. Gen. Bernard S. Bee rallied disorganized troops by
				 saying, “There is Jackson standing like a stone wall.”
		3. Didn’t stand doing nothing, stood firm, Eph. 6:13-14
			a. On the march Thomas Jackson carried two books.
				1) Napoleons Maxims of War / the Bible - was ready!!
			b. are we ready?



The Whole Armor of God
Paul was surrounded by soldiers near the end of his life. He spoke in the context of what he saw. 1 Timothy 1:18; 2 Timothy 2:3, as well as Ephesians 6:10-17.

I. Christians are to put on the ______________________ - Ephesians 6:11, 14
	A. 6:11, 13, 14 - position ourselves to __________________________ , 2 Corinthians 10:3-5

II. Consider the Weaponry of the Christian
	A. __________________________, not an ornament, bound all together, John 17:17
	B. ___________________________________ , protected heart, vital organs
		1	2. Psalm 119:9-11 - _______________________ guards our heart
		2. 1 Thessalonians 5:8 - _____________/______________ lead to righteousness
	C. _______________ of readiness, prepared with the gospel of peace, Hebrews 10:38-39
	D. _______________ of faith, 1st cent., 4x2 ft. curved rectangular
		1. ______________ guards us from surprise attacks, Hebrews 11:1
	E. ________________ of Salvation. 1 Thessalonians 5:8 - the hope of Salvation
		1. Allows one to lift up head with confidence, courage, also __________ us, 2 Timothy 2:19
	F. ________________ of the Spirit, 3 offensive weapons carried by Roman soldiers
	G. Summed up?
		1. __________ & righteousness, ______________ & faith, _______________ & the word
		2. Christian’s ____________________, ________________, __________________
			a,  as well as his ___________________ equipment

III. The Real Point of the Comparison...  Josephus traveled w/the Roman Legions, observed...
	A. Always carried their _____________________, even in peace
	B. Always _____________________ w/diligence, no break from training
	C. During the reign of Emp. Gratian soldiers complained  armor, spears, helmets were heavy
	D. Is gospel armor too heavy for you? 2 Corinthians 10:3-5
		1. Gen. MacArthur - “War’s very object is ________________, not prolonged indecision.”
		2.  Ephesians 6:13-14,  are we ready?

