The Stone is Rolled Away

2k years ago it had been a long week. Sunday - Jesus rode in on a colt/cleansed temple for second time. Staying with Mary, Martha and Lazarus, authority questioned, parable of vinegrower, fig tree cursed, Mary anointed his feet. Thursday - Jesus ate Last Supper. Walked quiet dark streets to go pray while disciples slept. Betrayal, arrest, 6 mock trials. Whipped, mocked, cut, spit, carried cross, exhausted, stripped, nailed to cross, and hung to die. 

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Joanne, and others walked quietly in the dark, sun arising as they came to the tomb. Remembering, “It is finished.” Hope gone, but love remained... love to return and prepare body. Clean his beard of blood. Wipe his wounds, wash flesh clean and anoint. Him when no one else volunteered to do so.

Remembered, Who would move the stone, Matthew 28:2-4
WHY was it rolled back? Not for Jesus - for women and disciples to look in and see -Tomb Empty -what’s it mean?

I. 	The Empty Tomb Meant Jesus Is Alive
		A. 	Backbone of Christianity, 1 Corinthians 15:7
			1. 	Islam, 1.2B, 22% of the world’s population, Buddhists, 350M, 6% of the world’s population
			2. 	28% of world believes words of dead men in tomb
		B. 	Been under attack since resurrection morning
			1. 	Disciples accused of cover up, Charles Colson – vulnerable conspiracy
		C. 	World tries to ignore the Jesus effect
			1. 	1/3 world claims the Nazarene
			2. 	Over 1k years of Sabbath worship changed to 1st day
			3. 	Calendar dates from his birth / 500+  eyewitnesses
			4. 	No corpse ever produced to shut them up!
			5. 	Apostles were all martyrs, even John was willing
		D. 	Evidence has been investigated by the BEST...
			1. 	Lawyers, journalists, even mathematicians 
		E. 	Mary, Mary, Joanna and rest knew this in an instant
			1. 	Hurried away in fear, filled with joy, hope returned
				a. 	met Jesus on way, fell and worshipped him
			2. 	Gloomy, dark day starting had lightened with excitement
				a. 	meeting Jesus will do that for you

II. 	The Empty Tomb Meant there is Forgiveness
		A. 	John 20: 2-9 - 2 women told Peter/John who ran
			1. 	Running together, but Peter slowed. Why? Age?
				a. 	or 2nd thoughts? Why happy? Excited? 
				b. 	denied him! no right here, won’t want to see him
				c. 	called him a “rock”... yeah right
				d. 	though all desert him, Peter said he wouldn’t...
			2. 	John stopped, Peter entered, saw strips/folded cloth
				a. 	breath caught? Heart stopped? Remembered?
				b. 	Second chance? Not over? Possibility? 
			3. 	No details, 1 Corinthians 15:5 burns the imagination
				a. 	When Peter saw Jesus, tears, sorrow, forgiveness
		B. 	Peter got hope of forgiveness when looked in tomb
			1.	 Empty tomb says the sacrifice was made	
			2. 	Empty tomb says Jesus has won battle over sin
			3. 	Look back, do you see forgiveness? Isaiah 53:5
			4. 	Peter not the only one at the tomb. 1 John1:7-9
				a. 	“confess” lit. means to say the same thing
				b. 	We need to agree with God on sin, to see forgive.

III. Empty Tomb Meant there was a New Life
		A. 	Jesus was alive, hope was alive, 2nd chance alive
			1. 	Acts 5:20 - Gospel is message of a new life
		B. 	1 Peter 1:3 - living hope, no disappointment 
			1. 	1:4 - life w/inheritance, no loss, reserved
			2. 	1:5 - life protected by the power of God thru faith

IV. 	Maybe You’ve Been Walking Like the Women
		A.	 darkness, gloomy thoughts, looking to the past
		B. 	The stone has been rolled back, empty tomb speaks
			1. 	Jesus is alive with forgiveness, and a new life
			2. 	He has hope, 2nd chances, and will not disappoint
		C. 	Have you looked into the tomb?














The Vulnerability of a Cover up

Charles Colson - form counsel for Pres. Nixon, convicted conspirator in Watergate scandal wrote that the Watergate cover up is what convinced him that Jesus rose from dead.

There were only 8 or 10 of in the inner circle around the President who really knew what was going on. All we had to do was stonewall for a couple of months and the Watergate scandal would be over. We had all the power and prestige of the Presidency at our fingertips. If the truth broke there would be embarrassment and perhaps a prison sentence. There was no grave danger. Our lives were not threatened. But we could not hold the conspiracy together for more than 2 weeks. We could not contain the lie. Once prosecution was possible, the natural instincts of self preservation was so overwhelming that the conspirators one deserted their leaders. 

They caved in and stood in line at the prosecutor’s office to escape jail.

Colson concludes, I know that the disciples could not perpetuate a lie like the resurrection, because it was not just their reputations that were at stake. Their lives were in danger. They had no clout. They had nothing to gain by the lie and yet every one of them stood fast in the conviction that Jesus is alive. 

Take it from one who saw firsthand how vulnerable a cover up is. Nothing less than a witness as awesome as the resurrected Christ could have caused those men to maintain to their dying whispers that Jesus is alive and that He is Lord.

The Stone is Rolled Away
2k yrs. ago it had been a long week. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Joanne, and others walked quiet in the dark. Who would move the stone?  Matthew 28:2-4

I. 	The Empty Tomb Meant Jesus ___________________________
		A. 	The _____________________ of Christianity, 1 Corinthians 15:7
		B. 	Been under attack since __________________ morning
		C. 	World tries to ignore the _____________ effect
		D. 	Evidence has been investigated by the ____________________...
	
II. 	The Empty Tomb Meant there is _____________________________
		A. 	John 20:2-9 - 2 women told Peter/John who ran together, for awhile
		B. 	Peter got hope of ____________________ when looked in tomb
			1. 	Empty tomb says Jesus has won battle over sin, Isaiah 53:5; 1 John 1:7-9
				a. 	“confess” lit. means to ______________ the same thing
			
III. Empty Tomb Meant there was a __________________________
		A.  	Acts 5:20 - Gospel is message of a ___________________
		B. 	1 Peter 1:3 - living _____________________, no disappointment 
			1. 	1:4 - life with _______________________, no loss, reserved
			2. 	1:5 - life ______________________ by the power of God thru faith

IV. Maybe You’ve Been Walking like the Women
		A. 	Darkness, gloomy thoughts, looking to the past
	B. 	The stone has been rolled back, empty tomb speaks. Have you looked into the tomb?

