The Power of Partnership

Eccl. 4:9-12- The idea of strength in numbers is an old one. There is a great deal of support for the idea of being a team player, sharing loads and burdens, and partnering up. A few of  the reasons why this is so might be....

I. Partnership Unifies People for More Strength


A. Ex. 17:9-13 - Partners worked to support God’s leader


B. Leadership still needs partners to hold up hands for victory

II. Partnership Identifies Opportunities


A. Num. 13:30; 14:7-8 - hard to believe they didn’t talk



1. together they ignored the crowd, claimed the promise

III. Partnership Intensifies Commitment to One Another


A. Ruth 1:15-18 - committed to journey, phys., and spiritually



1. One thing to talk commit., another to head down road

IV. Partnership Solidifies New Alliances


A. Amos 3:3; Nehemiah 3-4


B. Take on daunting tasks without reservation w/success 

V. Partnership Multiplies the Potential of Ministry


A. Acts 11:19-26; Acts 13:1-3


B. Sometimes it brings others in, sometimes releases them 

VI. Partnership Clarifies the Mission, Gives Focus


A. Acts 16:22-25; Acts 4:29-31; Genesis 11:5-6


B. Partners encourage each to praise God & see His purpose



1. “encourage” - to help, hold up, strengthen

VII. Partnership Magnifies the Best in Each Other


A. 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 1 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4


B. Partners provide encouragement, value to one another



1. More than “child...faith” when calling for Tim. to come

VIII. Partnership Testifies to Community and World


A. John 17:20-21; John 15:8



1. Fighting, bitterness, name calling inviting?


B. Cooperation, unity, love demonstrated in partnership

IX. Partnership Satisfies the Heart of God


A. Galatians 5:13-15 - That we act like brethren is desired


B. Of course the ultimate partnership we’re practicing for?



1. 2 Peter 1:3-4 - partakers of the divine nature



2. How is your partnership with brethren? the Lord? 
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