The Power of Hope
Hope is the confident expectation of good. We don’t hope for evil, sadness, or hurt. It is not about what we have at present. It is about the future, what we expect, Romans 8:24.

I. 
The Importance of Hope as an Ingredient of Life is Beyond Calculation



A. 
Need for hope is seen in counseling therapies


1. 
…how disappointment steers into depression,


2. 
…the great rise in medicated emotionalism in our culture as the culture moves farther from




dependence upon God.  Ephesians 2:11-12



3. 
…seen in teen suicide rate,



4. 
…escapism demonstrated in drugs, alcohol, entertain.


B. 
Hope is a mover, a changer, a motivator, empowering



1. 
Hebrews 6:19 - For the Christian it is an anchor for the soul




a. 
saves one from rushing waters of peers, culture



2. 
Results of hope... Acts 16:25; 2 Corinthians 4:7-10




a. 
It is light in darkness, strength in weakness

II. 
Hope Proceeds from Many Directions

A. 
Reincarnation, claimed holy books, feelings/emotions


1. 
Like love/infatuation - hard to tell true from false


B. 
Christian’s hope, real hope proceeds from God 



1. 
1 Peter 1:3 - born again to it - into kingdom of hope




a. 
Romans 5:4-5 - Does not disappoint/shame



2. 
1 Peter 1:13-16 - sustained by diligently seeking God

III. What is the Result of a Real Hope?

A. 
A born again hope, sustained by seeking God?



1. 
Beyond the steadying influence of an anchor?



2. 
Beyond the motivation to strength, faithfulness?



3. 
Romans 15:13 - brings forth joy and peace 




a. 
allows abundant power of HS to work, grow



4. 
An increased confidence in one’s salvation...




a. 
because it is based in ...





1) 
1 Peter 1:18-19 - Christ’s blood...  not self





2) 
1 Peter 1:22-25 - God’s word... doesn’t fail





3) 
Titus 1:2 - God’s promise... who never lies

IV. 
We Have Before Us Several Paths, Life Affecting

A. 
1 Peter 1:3-4, to be born again to a living hope
 

1. 
Born of obedience to the Spirit, in watery grave - or not


B. 
Romans 12:12, rejoice in hope



1. 
Put aside doubt, anxiety, fear 



2. 
And praise God for His mercy and power to us



3. 
Thank him for our inheritance reserved/safe in heaven

C. 
What will be your choice?
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