The Mercy of God

PORTIA: The quality of mercy is not strain’d,

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven

Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes:

‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes

The throned monarch better than his crown;

- Shakespere, The Merchant of Venice

I. Mercy and Grace are Different (they’re blessings)


A. S’pere spoke truly, a blessing, mighty, suits a king



1. Mercy is to be distinguished from grace




a. Justice - getting what we deserve




b. Mercy - NOT getting what we deserve




c. Grace - getting what we DON’T deserve


B. Grace - involves a free gift, Romans 6:23



1. Rom. 5:10- given w/o consideration of our charact.




a. 1 John 4:10 - started with God


C. Mercy - God’s favor that holds back what we deserve



1. Both we and God know justice is being withheld



2. Ps. 103:2-4 - redeemed from “pit” we climb into




a. crowned w/mercy rather than justice




b. Ps. 69:13-15- David prayed for deliverance



3. Isa. 43:22-24- Israel burdened God with sin




a. v. 25- God offered mercy not justice

II. Quality of Mercy is not Strained, It’s Abundant

A. Psalm 86 - David in some kind of trouble, v. 14



a. King Saul? bounty hunters? Absalom’s men?



b. some trouble from others, some from his own sin


B. 86:15-16 - David is confident in asking for mercy



a. 86:5 - because God’s love is abundant



b. 86:6-7 - because God had answered him before



c. Ps. 103:10-12 - because God is merciful\


C. NT??  This character of God has not changed



a. Heb. 4:14-16 - w/confidence we can seek merch



b. Eph. 2:4-5 - rich in mercy because of his love

III. How Does Mercy “Drop like rain” to be received?


A. Mt. 5:3-6 - Who receives mercy?



1. humble, mourn over sin, hunger/thirst for righteous.



2. must bend our heart to God’s way, move his direct.


B. Num. 23:10 - Balaam desired death of the upright



1. Didn’t want to live upright


C. God offers mercy, but only on His terms



1. at least here, S’spere had much right about mercy



2. A mighty blessing, that is gentle, abundant as rain



3. Have you reached out to grasp these drops of bless.?

The Mercy of God

Shakespeare defined mercy in THE MERCHANT OF VENICE.
I. Mercy and Grace are Different


A. Shakespeare spoke truly of mercy, it is a blessing, mighty, suits a king



1. Mercy is to be distinguished from grace




a. ______________ - getting what we deserve




b. ______________ - NOT getting what we deserve




c. ______________ - getting what we DON’T deserve


B. Grace - involves a _______________ gift, Romans 6:23



1. Romans 5:10- given without consideration of our __________________,  1 John 4:10 


C. Mercy - God’s __________ that holds back what we deserve



1. Psalm 103:2-4 - redeemed from “pit” we climb into




a. Psalm 69:13-15 - David prayed for deliverance



3. Isaiah 43:22-24 - Israel burdened God with their ___________




a. v. 25 - God offered _______________ not justice

II. Quality of Mercy is not Strained, It’s ______________________

A. Psalm 86 - David in some kind of trouble, v. 14


B. 86:15-16 - David is confident in asking for _____________



a. 86:5 - because God’s love is _______________________



b. 86:6-7 - because God had ___________________ him before



c. Ps. 103:10-12 - because God is ____________________________\


C. How about in the NT??  This character of God has not changed



a. Heb. 4:14-16 - w/__________________ we can seek mercy, Ephesians 2:4-5 

III. How Does Mercy “Drop like rain” to be Received?


A. Mt. 5:3-6 - Who receives mercy?



1. ______________, ____________________ over sin, _________/________ for righteous.


B. Num. 23:10 - Balaam desired death of the ___________, but didn’t want to live that way


C. God offers mercy, but only on _______ terms



1. A mighty blessing, that is gentle, and abundant as rain


