The Good Shepherd   Jn.10:1-16
Jews of Jesus day were hurting - for hope, understanding, for forgiveness, and compassion. Jesus tried to tell them/us who He was in the figure of the shepherd.

I. 
You May Know of a Shepherd’s Tools


A. 
Rod - Psalm 23:4; protection, count and inspect with it



1. 
Became symbol, seen in scepter of a good king


B. 
Staff - Psalm 23:4; walking stick, crook for rescue


C. 
Sling - 1 Samuel 17:40-49; protect, keep sheep together

II. 
His Work Went 24/7


A. 
Shepherd planned provision for sheep



1. 
Spring - graze near village; fall - mountain country bushes




a. 
harvest - glean fields after poor, always planning



2. 
Feared agitated water, made/find calm pool, Psalm 23:2




a. 
in summer he might need to find a well


B. 
Sheepfold - temporary fence of briar/branches



1. 
Sheepcote - caves used in storms/night, 1 Samuel 24:3



2. 
Shepherd slept across door, planned place for rest


C. 
Point? Sheep don’t plan or know what they need



1. 
Shepherd provides food, drink, shelter, guidance 

III. 
His Real Care Shown in His Work, Isaiah 53:6


A. 
John 10:14 - He knows His own



1. 
Arab with 51 nursing mothers and lambs in darkness



2. 
John 10:3 - gives names to His sheep



3. 
John 10:4-5 - separates flocks with call and tone


B. 
John 10:4, Psalm 23:3 - He leads His own



1. 
Western shepherd drives, eastern shepherd leads, Isaiah 52:12




a. 
walks beside, behind, wherever He is needed




b. 
can path 100 sheep between growing fields



2. 
Crossing streams shepherd leads, some plunge in




a. 
more timid follow, lambs last and driven




b. 
if they wash down, shepherd rescues,  Isaiah 43:2a




c. 
when flock is over, all gather around shepherd!



3. 
He leads, prompts slow, guides erring, rescues




a. 
that’s His promise as the good shepherd


C. 
John 10:12-13 - Cares for His sheep, purchased them!



1. 
Luke 15:6 - rejoices over every found sheep



2. 
Psalm 23:5 - oil in horn for scratched, sunburned



3. 
John 10:10 - guards in sheepfold as well as country




a) 
thieves cut throats and throw carcass over wall



4. 
Isaiah 40:11 - traveling with new mothers is cautious




a) 
new lambs carried in girdle carefully



5. 
He knows your special, individual needs

IV. Our Shepherd is a Real Shepherd


A. 
He purchased and owns His own flock



1. 
Protects, guards, provides for, died for this flock


B. 
He knows us as individuals, and we can know Him


C. 
He knows our special needs, lamb or ram



1. 
He anoints our heads, and carries us carefully


D. 
Do you know/relationship with, this shepherd?
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