The Forgiveness of God

Many feel they are too far gone to be saved, out of reach. Some NT Christians get tired of the repetitive battle with sin and get depressed. Have we slipped once too often? Islam/Buddhism may not offer forgiveness, but we need reminding from time to time.

I. 
Our Father is a God Who Forgives


A. 
Isaiah 55:7 - He abundantly forgives


B. 
Micah 7:18 - He does not retain His anger forever


C. 
2 Peter 3:9 - patient, not wishing that any should per.


D. 
Ezekiel 18:21-23 - no pleasure in the death of the wick.


E. 
Ok to be thankful for God’s love




1. 
Enthusiastic, hopeful, optimistic, sharing the gospel
II. 
Consider Manasseh, King of Judah


A. 
Succeeded father Hezekiah, longest reign - 55 yrs.



1. 
Witness to father’s reform, influenced by Isaiah, Micah



2. 
Saw 2 delivered from Assyrians / included 185K killed


B. 
God spoke to Manasseh & his people, but 2 Kings 21



1. 
21:3- rebuilt high places ,built altars for Baal, Asherah




2. 
21:4-5 - built altars for host of heaven in temple



3. 
21:6 - offered his son in fire to idols




a. 2 Chron. 33:6 - son(s), sorcery, omens

 


b. dealt w/fortune tellers, mediums, necromancers



4. 
21:7 - put carved Asherah in the temple of God



5. 
21:16- filled Jerusalem with innocent blood from end to end



6. 
21:11 - led Judah into deeper sin than Canaanites



a. Tradition says Manasseh killed Isaiah, Hebrews 11:37


C. 
21:12 - led to God’s decision to put down Judah



1. 
2 Chron. 33:11 - Rebelled against Assyria




a. 
taken in hooks, chains, to Babylon



2. 
After 12 yrs. 2 Chronicles 33:12-13 - entreated Lord




a. 
brought back to his kingdom, 20 years of life




b. 
removed idols and altars, restored Lord’s altar




c. 
commanded Judah to serve the Lord


D. 
God forgave Manasseh, enthusiastic? grateful?



1. 
Prison wounds would remind him all his life

III. Consider Saul of Tarsus, Philippians 3


A. 
Hebrew of Hebrews - best schools, respected



1. 
Pharisee (lawyer), as to zeal? persecutor




a. Acts 8:3 - ravaged the church (like a wolf?)




b. Acts 26:10-11 - punished, persecuted, 


B. 
1 Timothy 1:13-15 - haunted by memory of former life



1. 
Verse 14 - but grace overflowed with love in forgiveness

IV. 
Isaiah 1:18 - Each one of us is an extreme example

A. 
Romans 3:23; 6:23 is real, so is 1 John 1:7


B. 
God will forgive, wants to forgive, and has shown his forgiveness. Have you taken advantage?
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Many feel they are too far gone to be saved, out of reach. Some NT Christians get tired of the repetitive battle with sin and get depressed. Have we slipped once too often? Islam/Buddhism may not offer forgiveness, but we need reminding from time to time.

I. 
Our Father is a God who ______________________


A. 
Isaiah 55:7 - He ___________________________ forgives


B. 
Micah 7:18 - He does not retain his _________________ forever


C. 
2 Peter 3:9 - He is ______________________, not wishing that any should _______________


D. 
Ezekiel 18:21-23 - no _____________________ in the death of the wicked

II. 
Consider _____________________________, King of Judah


A. 
Succeeded father Hezekiah, longest reign of any king in Judah or Israel - 55 yrs.


B. 
God spoke to Manasseh & his people, but 2 Kings 21 demonstrates his rejection of God



1. 
21:3- rebuilt high places, built altars for ______________, ___________________




2. 
21:4-5 - built altars for ____________________________ in the temple



3. 
21:6 - offered his _______ in fire to idols, 21:7 - put carved Asherah in the temple 



5. 
21:16 - filled Jerusalem with innocent ____________________ from end to end



6. 
21:11 - led Judah into deeper sin than ____________________________


C. 
Tradition says Manasseh killed ______________________, Hebrews 11:37



1. 
2 Chronicles 33:11 - Rebelled against Assyria, taken in hooks, chains, to Babylon



2. 
After 12 yrs. 2 Chronicles 33:12-13 - entreated Lord, brought back, 20 more years 


D. 
God ___________________ Manasseh. Was he enthusiastic? grateful?

III. Consider _________________________________________ Philippians 3


A. 
Hebrew of Hebrews - best schools, respected



1. 
Pharisee (lawyer), as to zeal? A ____________________________




a. 
Acts 8:3 - ________________ the church, 26:10-11 - ____________, ______________ 


B. 
1 Timothy 1:13-15- haunted by the memory of former life



1. 
Verse 14 - but grace _______________________ with love in ______________________

IV. Isaiah 1:18 - Each one of us is an _______________________ example

A. 
Romans 3:23; 6:23 is real, so is 1 John 1:7

       B. 
God _________ forgive, ____________ to forgive, and has ____________ his forgiveness

