The Antioch Example

Acts 8:1-4... 11:ff - This gentile church got it’s start as a result of  persecution, v. 21. V. 22-23- Right man was chosen, sent to check on this new church. He witnessed the grace of God. What did he see? Where the grace of God is, there is...

I. 11:19-21 - Fellowship (Jew/Gentile in Antioch)


A. Disrupted in Rome, Corinth/division, Galatia/desert. Christ


B. partnership, co-operation, sharing... accomplished by...



1. uniting on...1 Jn. 1:3 - the word; 1:7 - acting together


C. Starts with being called into fellowship, 1 Corinthians 1:9



1. Acts 2:42- demonstrated in worship, Gal. 2:9 - partnership


D. How to see a problem arising?



1. desire for involvement (read that attendance) wanes



2. more critical comments than positive



3. “they, them, the church” instead of “we, us” and “I”

II. 11:21, 24 - Evangelism


A. great number turned, many added, taught a great many




1. 13:1-3 - no wonder H.S. picked men from here to go



2. Why recorded? Apo. exam. is 1/4 ways God’s auth. speaks


B. What shall we be about?





1. politics? social improvement? Recreation? Acts 6:2, 4




a. serving tables not equal to serving word & prayer


C. 1 Pet. 3:21; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 3:15 - supporting truth



1. All that we do should contribute to the mission




a. classes, meetings, special days, worship

III. 11:23-25 - Discipleship


A. exhorted them at first sight, then taught great numbers


B. Eph. 4:11-12 - 2nd great work of the church - edification



1. Acts 19:9-10 - two yrs in Eph., school of Tyrannus




a) edified breth. & all Asia heard, edificat. led to evang.




b) Acts 20:26-27 - the job of the watchman, blood free



2. some may be trading edification (bldg.) for “worship”

IV. 11:23 - Faithfulness


A. How would he “see” faithfulness with purpose?



1. Maybe in their fellowship? Heb. 10:24 - no bad “habits”




2. Maybe in their worship? John 4:24 - spirit & truth



3. Maybe in their love? 1 John 3:18 - in deed & truth



4. Maybe in their decisions? Acts 11:27-30




a. young church, determined, sent their teachers out


B. Barnabus exhorted them to “steadfast purpose”



1. Would include a plan, unswerving participation, progress

V. 11:27-30 - Benevolence


A. Already noted their determined decision, a young church



1. Should also note... for Jews, they had never met    ???


B. Reminiscent of 1 Thess. 3:12; 4:9-10. excelling love


C. Corinthian benevolence same, but detailed out more...



1. 2 Cor. 9:5 - not affected by coveteousness



2. 9:6 - bountiful, 9:7 -purposed, cheerful; 9:8 - with faith



3. 9:13-14 - bring glory to God and deepening relationship

VI. The Grace of God Not Just a Trait of God - Observable in...


A. fellowship, evangelism, discipleship, faithfulness, & benev.


B. What would Barnabus see here?
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