The Suffering Christian - 1 Peter 4:12-19    
67 AD. persecution from Rome is increasing. Betrayals, arrests, threats, and attacks are increasing. Family ties will be broken and congregations will go underground. What helped them will help us, so what does Peter have to say?

I. 
Verse 12 - Do Not Be Surprised... As Though Some Strange Thing Were Happening

A. 
It is not strange, think where ordeals and trials come from.  They come…




1. 
from our own mistakes, verse 15 - wisdom and humility can help





2. 
from the sins of others





3. 
from time and chance, Ecclesiastes 9:11-12





4. 
from God allowing the test, Job



B. 
This testing is specific, the preposition “for” indicates purpose





1. 
Thayer - trial of man’s fidelity, integrity, virtue, constancy





2. 
Same word as 1:6, distressing, fiery but for a purpose

II. 
Why Does God Allow This?       Why is it not strange?



A. 
This is not heaven - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Colossians 3:2-3





1. 
Distraction of life of ease hinder looking up



B. 
There will always be conflict between light and darkness





1. 
Started in Eden and continues, John 3:19-20



C. 
Testing/trial is for improvement/growth/maturity





1. 
Hebrews 12:6-8- it is a form of discipline, suitable training





2. 
James 1:3-4- it completes us and produces endurance







a) 
learn things here that you learn nowhere else





3. 
1 Corinthians 3:12-13- makes the inner man evident

III. What Are We To Do? 


A. 
Verse 13 - keep on rejoicing - stay on top of your attitude



B. 
Recognize your blessings -





1.  
Verse 14 - you’re doing it for Christ







a) 
how often do we have this opportunity with a friend?





2. 
Verse 15 - you’re doing it with Christ, sharing, partnership



C. 
Verse 13 - look forward to exultation at revelation of His glory





1. 
Note verses 17-18 - judgment IS coming



D. 
Verse 16 - glorify God, praise, worship, pray, give thanks, etc.



E. 
Verse 19 - trust the “faithful Creator”





1. 
Faithful? None of his words have ever fallen to ground





2. 
Creator? Able to provide for all the needs of his children

IV. Suffering Ordeals/Trials ARE Difficult


A. 
But there is purpose and glory and blessing to be found



B. 
Not a time to give up, but a time to stand up





1. Deal with them and mature, strengthen self, glorify God


C. 
Where are you in your Christian walk?
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67 AD. persecution from Rome is increasing. Betrayals, arrests, threats, and attacks are increasing. Family ties will be broken and congregations will go underground. What helped them will help us, so what does Peter have to say?

I. 
Verse 12 - Do Not Be ____________... As Though Some Strange Thing Were Happening

A. 
It is not strange, think where ordeals and trials come from.  They come…




1. 
from our own ____________, verse 15 - wisdom and humility can help





2. 
from the __________ of others





3. 
from ___________ and _____________, Ecclesiastes 9:11-12





4. 
from God _____________________ the test, Job



B. 
This testing is specific, the preposition “for” indicates ___________________




1. 
Thayer - trial of man’s fidelity, _________________, virtue, _________________




2. 
Same word as 1:6, distressing, fiery but for a purpose

II. 
Why Does God __________________ This?       Why is it not strange?



A. 
This is not _________________ - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Colossians 3:2-3





1. 
Distraction of life of ease hinder looking up



B. 
There will always be conflict between ______________ and _________________




1. 
Started in Eden and continues, John 3:19-20



C. 
Testing/trial is for __________________/growth/___________________




1. 
Hebrews 12:6-8- it is a form of ______________________, suitable training





2. 
James 1:3-4- it ___________________ us and produces ____________________






a) 
learn things here that you learn nowhere else





3. 
1 Corinthians 3:12-13- makes the inner man ____________________
III. What Are We To Do? 


A. 
Verse 13 - keep on _________________ - stay on top of your attitude



B. 
Recognize your ___________________ -





1.  
Verse 14 - you’re doing it ______________ Christ







a) 
how often do we have this opportunity with a friend?





2. 
Verse 15 - you’re doing it ___________ Christ, sharing, partnership



C. 
Verse 13 - look forward to ____________________ at revelation of His glory





1. 
Note verses 17-18 - judgment IS coming



D. 
Verse 16 - __________________ God, praise, worship, pray, give thanks, etc.



E. 
Verse 19 - trust the “____________________   ______________”





1. 
Faithful? None of his words have ever fallen to ground





2. 
Creator? Able to provide for all the needs of his children

IV. Suffering Ordeals/Trials ARE Difficult


A. 
But there is ____________ and ___________ and ____________________ to be found



B. 
Not a time to _____________ up, but a time to _________________ up





1. Deal with them and ________________, strengthen self, ___________________ God


C. 
Where are you in your Christian walk?

