Studying Church Growth 2,  Culture Choices

We’re studying methods, 1 Cor. 9:22. Started with church chores; considered the influence we’re under; and then faced the facts...

I. The Facts Are In…


A. 1940-70– everyone rode wave of church growth



1. No questions, just rode


B. 1970– Wave hit the beach



1. Conserv. growth slowed, liberals went into decline



2. Many started asking questions


C. 1970-95– many studies, including among  C of Christ





1. clear result– growth is in hands of the congrega.



2. Not denying 1 Cor. 3:6-7, just noting natural laws for reproduction of the “family”.


D. Definite measurable trends, 6 clear choices



1. between growing churches and declining churches



2. included churches of Christ


E. churches that have decided to grow must choose..

II. Choice #1, Culture Choice (Generations in Conflict)


A. Always been a gap, now gap is a “culture”



1. How it was, How it is now, Seminary noted difference




a. most young adults today are different from seniors





1) Haven’t experienced stable home, family, or comm





2) are concerned with meaningful relationships





3) are attracted to small personal home groups





4) prefer an enthusiastic, warm, personal worship





5) seeking community, Bible tching, uplifting worship 



2. stress? 1 group holds power, 1 grp where growth is


B. composite picture, most receptive potential new..



1. 20-39– most receptive is married w/children



2. been in community 1 -5 years



3. 30 somethings attracted by quality preaching 









and excellence in worship assembly



4. 20 somethings attracted by need meeting ministries










warm accepting atmosphere


C. in 5 yr. Study, 12 cong., 1,085 new members



1. Growing Churches– 65% of new mem. were 18-39



2. Declining Chur–concentrated on satisfying older 





mem. by maintaining past practices, inward focused


D. Study Results are EZ to see



1. Grow.Chur. have a balance in age goups, 




a) in spite of culture diff., age balance is key in growth



2. Why is age balance so important?       3 reasons




3. Conclusion? Grow. Churches willing to do the 







ministry to reach out and looking to balance ages


4. 1 Cor. 9:22– evangelize or fossilize, the choice is ours.
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We’re studying methods, 1 Cor. 9:22. We started with church chores; considered the influence we’re under; and then faced the facts...

I. The Facts Are In…


A. 1940-70– All rode wave of church growth, 1970– Wave hit the beach



1. Conservative growth ________________, liberals went into ______________


B. 1970-95– many studies began, including among  Churches of Christ




1. Not denying 1 Cor. 3:6-7, just noting natural laws for “family” reproduction 


C. Definite measurable trends, 6 clear choices



1. between growing churches and declining churches, including churches of Christ


D. Churches that have decided to grow must choose...

II. Choice #1, __________________ Choice (Generations in Conflict)


A. Always been a gap, now gap is a “culture”



1. Most young adults today are different from seniors





a. haven’t experienced _______________ home, family, or community





b. are concerned with _______________________ relationships





c. are attracted to small ___________________ home groups





d. prefer an enthusiastic, warm, _______________________ worship





e. seeking ___________________, Bible teaching, _____________ worship 


B. Composite picture, most receptive potential new...



1. ____________ age group, been in community 1 -5 years



2. 30 somethings attracted by quality ___________, excellence in ____________



3. 20 somethings attracted by ________ meeting ministries, _______ atmosphere


C. In 5 yr. study, 12 cong., 1,085 new members



1. Growing Churches– 65% of new members were 18-39



2. Declining Churches–concentrated on satisfying older members by...




a. maintaining past practices, being inward focused


D. Study results are EZ to see



1. growing churches have a ________________ in age groups



2. willing to do the ministry to reach out and looking to balance ages



3. 1 Corinthians 9:22– evangelize or _______________, the choice is ours.
