Studying Church Growth, 1, Getting a Biblical Perspective

Already considered the idea of changing methods, 1 Cor. 9:22;  3 chores that every church must face, and 3 things that influence our growth. Let’ss continue looking ...

I. Consider Two Facts Worth Facing


A. Every  work/respon. assigned to church is ass. to local ch.



1. Universal church has no org., structure, or duties



2. Therefore, “local church” is the “key” to church growth


B. Number DO matter - contrary to claims otherwise



1. Each number is a soul, person, life, blood bought disciple



2. Consider the 1st church, from the very first day




a. Acts 2:41;   2:47;   4:4;   5:14;   6:1;   6:7 - 20,000+ ???




b. smallness was NOT a virtue




c. our comfort zone should not limit God’s purpose/plan


C. Their growth was a blessing from God



1. Matthew 15:13; Revelation 3:7; 1 Corinthians 3:6-7



2.  Let’s add THE NUMBERS FACTOR to growth influences

II. It’s Important to see “numbers” IS our Mission


A. 1 Peter 2:9 - Our job is proclamation and praise



1. We’re not neglecting God’s part, just emphasizing OURS


B. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 - Our ministry is reconciliation



1. Too similar to Great Commission, Mt. 28:18-20, 2 Tim. 2:2



1. NOT social reform, fun & frolic, feeding hungry, crime pre.



2. These are individual fruits, Galatians 6:10, James 1:27


C. The Early Church was Mission Focused



1. They knew their mission - Luke 19:10; 1 Peter 2:21



2. They accepted their mission - 1 Peter 2:5-9; 2 Cor. 5:18-19



3. They worked their mission - growth was their blessing

III. The Facts are In...


A. 1940-70 - Everyone rode wave of CG - no questions asked


B. 70’s - Wave hit the beach -  many started asking questions



1. conservative growth slowed, liberals hit the wall


C. 1970 -95 - many studies including among churches of Christ



1. 1 clear answer - much growth is in hands of congregation



2. Observable trends among Growing chur. & Declining chur.


D. Why do some churches w/similar doc. grow, others decline?



1. It’s not the easy excuses... entertainment, dinners, freebies




a. per. belief? grasping at straws, salving worldly consciences



2. Repeat, churches of Christ were included in these studies



3. Answer? 6 clear choices surfaced for conserva. believers




a. not really open for discussion, just our choice to act on

IV. Evangelize or Fossilize - that is our choice


A. Sit in our comfort zone and be happy with self, or act


B. Some examples on the surface...



1. Last few years music has become an issue, new vs. old




a. Written differently, speaks differently, appeals differently




b. heard complaints at lectures, while they made me weep





1. anti-phonal, chants, 4 part harmony - all were new once



2. looking for place to worship on trip down?




a. ALL inst. churches had websites, NONE of conserva. did


C. Evang. or Fossilize - Message not changing but methods do



1. Just a reflection of our individual lives, changing or not!!



2. Maybe revealing more about self than we realized...



a. Where do you stand on the changes in your life?
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Already considered the idea of changing methods, 1 Cor. 9:22;  3 chores that every church must face, and 3 things that influence our growth. Let’s continue looking ...

I. Consider Two Facts Worth Facing


A. Every  work/responsibility assigned to the church is assigned to the ___________ church



1. The ___________________ church has no organization, structure, or duties



2. Therefore, “________________________” is the “key” to church growth


B. ____________________ DO matter - contrary to claims otherwise, 2 reasons



1. Each number is a _________, a ____________, life, blood bought _______________



2. Consider the 1st church, the example church, from the very first day...




a. Acts 2:41;   2:47;   4:4;   5:14;   6:1;   6:7 - 20,000+ ???


C. Their growth was a __________ from God, Matthew 15:13; Rev. 3:7; 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, 



1.  Let’s add THE _______________________ FACTOR to growth influences

II. It’s Important to see “__________________” IS our Mission


A. 1 Peter 2:9 - Our job is ________________ and ______________



1. We’re not neglecting God’s part, just emphasizing OURS


B. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 - Our ministry is ____________________________



1. Too similar to Great Commission, Mt. 28:18-20, 2 Tim. 2:2,  Galatians 6:10, James 1:27


C. The Early Church was Mission Focused



1. They _______________ their mission - Luke 19:10; 1 Peter 2:21



2. They _______________ their mission - 1 Peter 2:5-9; 2 Corinthians 5:18-19



3. They _______________ their mission - growth was their blessing

III. The Facts are In...


A. 1940-70 - Everyone rode wave of ____________________ - no questions asked


B. 70’s - Wave hit the beach -  conservative growth ______________, liberals hit the wall


C. 1970 -95 - many studies,  1 clear answer - much growth is in hands of ______________

IV. Evangelize or ________________________ - that is our choice


A. Sit in our comfort zone and be happy with self, or act


B. _________________ should not change but ___________________ do



1. Where do you stand on the changes in your life?
