STUDYING CHURCH GROWTH   part 9

Considering Fellowship / Group Dynamics


Scriptures presents “ekklesia” in various images, i.e. family, temple, priesthood, nation, kingdom, body, and fellowship. Must NOT seize on one to the exclusion of others (ex. Baptism), i.e. …..  family (rela’ship) vs. temple (God’s dwelling), or body (organism) vs. kingdom (organization).

I. Studies Indicate Interesting Facts About A Church





 Infrastructure (organization).

A. 3 main levels, balance of all 3 is vital to a GC

B. LEVEL 1- Sharing group (cell, house church, etc)


1. Purpose-spiritual sharing, size- 5-15- limited number


2. Fulfills Bible mandate of Galatians 6:2; Rom. 12:15


3. Can be stretched to 30-40, saturated emotionally



a) if saturated cannot accept a new member

C. LEVEL 2- Fellowship group (congregation)


1. Purpose-surface sharing, size- 30-80- limited number



a) family, hobbies, provides acceptance, belonging


2. Flexible from 15-200, goal reaching related



a) over 80, time/energy run low, new ones left out



b) can be Bible classes, contact groups, teams

D. LEVEL 3-Assembly group (celebration)


1. Purpose-worship, encourage, edify, proclaim Christ



a) consists of Xians and non-Xians


2. GC & DC have corporate worship, all invited



a) there is a predominate difference



b) GC exhibit ‘joy’, worship is a celebration


3. NO Numerical Limitations-500/5,000/50,000



a) not limited by having to know everyone



b) ”celebration” attitude even grows w/size 




1) imagine a f’ball stadium, FC lectures singing

II. How Does Group Dynamics Affect Church Growth?

A. Small church, Level 1, sharing group


1. 30-40 members w/less than 100 in attendance


2. Emotionally saturated, difficult to include outsiders


3. Close personal relationships valued



a) greatest barrier to growth– over 50% all churches



b) growth is plateaued unless changes come

B. Middle sized church, Level 2, fellowship group


1. stretched 100-250, saturated over 200


2. offers surface sharing, acceptance, belonging…



a)… until saturated


3. common characteristic-



a) ...active sharing before and after services


4. May have groups/classes, really 1 big fellowship


5. Saturated fellowship w/nothing to offer- growth barr.



a) 80% American churches never go beyond 200



b) 85-90% of churches of Christ never break this level



c) Don’t feel need to break this fellowship dynamic

C. Large church, Level 3, assembly group


1. Moves beyond 300 by developing small groups


2. critical- need to plan/implement groups to avoid sat.


3. Some “new unit” principles



a) fruit often comes from new growth, like vines




1)new churches, Xians, prgrms, classes, associations



b)new grps.will grow faster than old-till saturated



c)Only way to have new groups is for leadership 








to intentionally plan them



d) rule of thumb-




1) 1 new group for every 15-20 new adults

III. Groups, Growth, And Bible Classes

Study by Richard Meyers, Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN

A. 2 Part study done to gauge growth


1. B.classes combined to make fewer classes with 



fewer teachers shrunk to original size


2. B.classes divided to make more classes with 




more teachers grew to original size.

B. Suggested correlation between….l


1. number of classes and Bible class attendance


2. groups/staff and overall attendance


3. average B’class attendance and membership growth

C. Study Conclusions… churches need to find ways to..


1. increase bible classes, staff, & programs…


2. NOT to do the work of members, but to get 




more members working/doing for themselves

D. Verifies what we’ve always thought...


1. Teacher learn the most in a class



a. The more teachers, the healthier a church will be

E. Conclusions from THIS study?


1. God desires growth, 2 Peter 3:8


2. Every F’ship group has strengths w/weaknesses that can become barriers to growth


3. Not every growth barrier is doctrinal, some are personal, traditional, comfort zones


4. Every Christian needs to seek our Father’s agenda above our own comfort zone

