STUDYING CHURCH GROWTH part 8

In our study of CG we have considered what influences church growth, changing methods, not message; adapting wineskins, not the wine. Studies have demonstrated that there are 6 main, clear choices that Growing Churches have to make. 

I. Of  6, What Choices Have We Considered?


A. Culture-Need to appreciate the differences


B. Leadership-Means influence and attitude


C. Worship-Excellence in this no. 1 attractor


D. Involvement-Means groups and jobs!


E. Outreach-Choose a method and work the method

II. Number 6- Identity Choices  (Really only 2 main identities)


A. Churches are like people, have character, identity



!. Rev. 2:1-7- Ephesus; working, persevering, strong teaching



2. 2:2-11- Smyrna; financially poor, strong in character



3. 2:12-17- Pergamum- resist. to outside, indulgent to Xians



4. 2:18-29- Thyatira; f’ful, grow., hardworking, also indulgent



5. 3:1-6- Sardis; reputation for life but spiritually dead



6. 3:7-13- Philadelphia- small but strong and faithful



7. 3:14-22- Laodicea; financially rich, but lukewarm


B. Church’s size, age, location, roots contribute to identity



1. can be warm\cold,   friendly\aloof,  energetic\inert



2. Identity ultimately will decide churches future


C. Declining churches- focused inwards on members needs


1. like a person- unhealthy to focus on self, make others 2nd



2. Philippians 2:3-4- mind of Christ is to look to serve



D. Growing churches-focused outward on non-members



1. warm, welcoming, inclusive identity will be SEEN

III. Identity Resides in Whole Membership, thus a Subculture


A. Each denom./relig. tradition tend toward own subculture



1. some subcult. (denom.) are biased against growth




a. mainline Protestant denom. exhibit non-growth culture




b. have been declining since ‘60’s



2. Vast majority of GC’s have conservative, bible based subcu




a. c.of Christ have con. subculture & dedication to evangel.





1. still tching that obed. faith in Christ necc. to be saved





2. but most are not growing though they’re set for growth




b. outward orientation is key element for growth


B. Neighborhood church has followed wide ties, bell bottoms



1. Identity feeds from/affected by community conditions 



2. GC’s attract drivers, commuters, people used to travel




a. esp. if road is major/neighborhood is good, work is done




b. if not... re-location is the answer - frightening for many


C. Kirk Hadaway, CHUR.GROWTH.IN N.AMER.latest research



1. “Mainline denominations retain few visible characteristics that suggest a future growth. They have moved so far from an outward orientation that their situation may be beyond help. To the contrary, Churches of Christ have a potentially bright future. Even the declining congregations have not moved beyond the ability to change.”

IV. Congregations Must (And will) Make a Choice


A. In facing the culture, developing leadership,





planning worship, developing outreach,





encouraging involvement, and 
considering their identity


B. We’re thinking, planning, praying for God’s glory here...



1. how about you?
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