Studying Church Growth  6  Involvement Choice

In our study of CG we are studying changing methods, not the message; adapting wineskins, not the sweet wine. Studies have demonstrated that there are 6 main, clear choices that Growing Churches have to make. One  is the culture choice, 2nd - leadership choices. 3rd -Worship Choices, 4th choice?  The Involvement Choice
I. Why Should We Consider “Involvement”?


A. Begins in Jerusalem - Acts 2:42, 44-47; 4:32-35



1. note...fellowship, sharing, house to house, in common


B. Eph. 4:11-12; 15-16- building, growing by each ind. part


C. Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Pet. 4: 8-11- serving one another in love 


D. Where is the application of all this “involvement”? 

II. ALL churches, G & D, have revolving doors


A.  often unnoticed b/c neglect, busyness, socializing


B. Entrance doors can/should be broad, open wide



1. gos. mtgs., summer series, BYN Day, radio, facebook



2. personal inv., spec. classes, CDs/tracts, home studies


C. Exit doors slowed down when people assimilate & stay



1. closing backdoor presents opportunity to serve



2. closing backdoor happens with groups and jobs

III. Studies of Churches and Groups are Revealing


A. Grp.- regular, face-to-face, bldng some level of relationship



1. DC- 4 groups or less per 100 people, GC- 6 per 100



B. What are we speaking of?   young peoples grps, work grps



1. Bib.classes, recreation grps., ladies/men classes



2. Bible Classes also telling as group, 76% GC vs. 68% DC


C. Planned grps indicate eff. applicat. of Eph. 4:11-12, 15-16



1. Different grps allow diff. people their doorway to growth



2. Small grps open doors, build rela’ships, build churches


D. Effective grps is affected by 4 things



1. Purpose- intentional effort, clear goals & purpose



2. Size- 6 to 12; 15 to 40; non-saturated is an open circle



3. Age- age of a group can close it to new members



4. Facilities- groups are crowded before chairs are full

IV. The Other Exit Door Closer is Jobs


A. It is the parable of the talents, the principle of stewardship


B. Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Pet. 4:8-11

C. Consultant Carl George recommends involvement level...



1. ...target of 50%. Below 40% is a non-growth condition


D. Involvement through focused intentional groups & Jobs...



1. enriches the lives of Christians



2. closes the back door



3. brightens light for opening the front door


E. Handwriting is on the wall, GC must make some choices

V. As Always, Key to Growth is the Individual


A. When a Christians exercises, eats healthy, rests...



1. He/she will grow, group will grow



2. With God’s blessings souls reached and saved


B. Where are you?
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A. Begins in Jerusalem - Acts 2:42, 44-47; 4:32-35


B. Ephesians 4:11-12; 15-16- _______________________________________


C. Romans 12:4-8; 1 Pet. 4: 8-11- _____________________ one another in love 

II. ALL churches, Growing and Declining, have _______________________ doors


A. Entrance doors can/should be _________________________________


B. Exit doors are slowed down when people __________________ & ___________



1. Closing the backdoor happens with _____________ and _____________

III. Studies of Churches and ___________________ are Revealing


A. Group- regular meeting, face-to-face, building some level of relationship



1. Declining churches- ___ groups /100 people, Growing churches? ___ /100



B. Planned groups indicate effective application of Ephesians 4:11-12, 15-16



1. Small groups open ________, build ________________, build ______________


D. Effective __________________ are affected by 4 things



1. ____________________- intentional effort, clear goals & purpose



2. _______________- 6 to 12; 15 to 40; non-saturated is an open circle



3. ______________- age of a group can close it to new members



4. __________________- groups are crowded before chairs are full

IV. The Other Exit Door Closer is _______________


A. It is the parable of the ________________, the principle of __________________


B. Romans 12:4-8; 1 Peter 4:8-11

C. Involvement through focused intentional groups & Jobs...



1. _________________ the lives of Christians



2. _________________ the back door



3. _________________ ones light for opening the front door

V. As Always, Key to Growth is the ____________________________


A. When a Christians _____________, eats ______________, ______________...



1. He/she will grow, and when individuals grow the group will grow


2. With God’s blessings souls are reached and saved, Where are you?
