Stem Cell Research - What’s the Problem?
How many have heard of Stem Cell Research? How many know what it is? One of the most important topics of our day.

I. 
Has Power to Influence Elections Across Country

A. 
MO - Michael J Fox video for election


B. 
IA - February, allow SCR obtained from human cloning


C. 
IL - ban human cloning but allow Embryonic SCR


D. 
MI - authorize all types of SCR, 



1. 
Including cloning & invitro embryonic harvesting


E. 
Should Christians oppose? Oppose some aspects?

II. 
Let’s Define Our Terms, What, Why, and Where?

A. 
220 different cell types - brain, liver, heart, skin, etc.



1. 
Stem Cells - cells from which all cells are made



2. 
Embryonic SC - form all parts of a human body




a. 
ESC are undifferentiated - make any type of cell



3. 
Somatic SC - in children thru adults, differentiated



a. 
found in and repairs specific tissues (note-brain)




b. 
marrow cells - make red, white cells and platelets


B. 
Perhaps the most important potential application of human stem cells is the generation of cells and tissues that could be used for cell-based therapies. Today, donated organs and tissues are often used to replace ailing or destroyed tissue, but the need for transplantable tissues and organs far outweighs the available supply. Stem cells, directed to differentiate into specific cell types, offer the possibility of a renewable source of replacement cells and tissues to treat diseases including Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s diseases, spinal cord injury, stroke, burns, heart disease, diabetes, osteoarthritis, and rheumatoid arthritis, National Institute of Health


C. 
Where are stem cells obtained? (6 main sources)



1. 
Somatic/adult SC - found in children thru adults




a. 
found in most tissue, no harm in harvesting




b. 
already used, no objection, differentiated...mostly 


2. 
Adult cadavers - unpleasant, but available



3. 
Abortions, with consent - moral objection, dignity of life



4. 
Invitro fertilized SC - leftover pregnancy efforts




a. 
4-5 days old, frozen, harvesting kills embryo




b. 
Why most wanted? undifferentiated/pluripotent



5. 
Cloning - making embryos FOR destructive harvesting




a. 
2001 - British House legalized human cloning for stem cell harvest




b. February 2007 - Iowa legalized “therapeutic” cloning



6. 
Amniotic SC - from fluid, placenta, umbilical cord




a. 
can be accomplished with amniocentesis, no objection


D. 
Not all Stem Cell Research is Immoral, but...



1. 
Creating life to destroy it????




a. 
invitro/cloning stem cell harvesting



2. 
Decrying abortion, then using the product of it???

III. What Are Some Objections When We Say We Are Opposed?


A. 
Cloning and testing been going on for years... 



1. 
So has murder, from the beginning, I still object!


B. 
Losing brain drain to Europe..., Matthew 10:37



1. 
Give up family and self, then panic over scientists?



2. 
Proverbs 14:34 - what will make a nation great?


C. 
Sister - diabetes, mother – Alzheimer’s, father - heart...



1. 
Children divorced? grandmother in a denomination?



2. 
Reasoning from emotion? From want? Romans 3:8



3. 
FIRST we determine what God wants


D. 
Leftover invitro embryos to be destroyed anyway...



1. 
Isaiah 5:20-21 - logically destroying life more acceptable?



2. 
Think - alright to kill if going to die anyway? 




a. 
embryo? coma? sick? elderly? 




b. 
justify abortion also on the good it can do?

IV. 3 Principles to Live With

A. 
Life begins at conception


1. 
James 2:26 - a living human body has a spirit




a. 
no place between conception and birth to start “life”



2. 
Galatians 1:15 - Paul; Luke 1:15 - John


3. 
Psalm 139:13 - David; Jeremiah 1:4-5 - Jeremiah


B. 
Taking innocent human life is sinful 



1. 
Genesis 9:5-6 - fresh off the ark, predates Exodus 20:13 





2. 
ESCR demands this. Proverbs 6:17-17


C.  
“Potential good” is a slippery slope,  1 Corinthians 4:6



1. 
ESCR a step closer to harvesting children for parts


D. 
1 Peter 1:3 - everything there... are you listening?
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