The Church at Rome, a Working Church
Among New Testament churches, the church in Rome was unusual. 15 yrs old in 57AD and not established or visited by an apostle. 1 million+ inhabitants, multiple congregations, and a diverse spiritual life, seen by the facts that they...

I. 
1:11, Were Working with a Handicap


A. 
No apostle meant few/none spiritual gifts



1. 
Like not having a Bible today, “not established”


2. 
1:8, yet they were working effectively


B. 
Some today also handicapped, good excuses!



1. 
Lack elders, older wisdom, younger energy, money



2. 
Some lack godly spouse, parents, circle of friends



3. 
Yet, still working, Hebrews 10:36, 39



4. 
1:8, 12 - Using what is available, faith to encourage apostle

II. 
2:1-3, Were Working, But Out of Focus


A. 
Were condemning each other



1. 
Jew vs. Gentile, chapter 14 - vegetarian vs. meat eater


B. 
What is the problem w/this? James 4:11-12; 5:9



1. 
We have authority as “doers” not judges, Romans 14:4



2. 
James 2:13, will receive same harshness back in judgment


C. 
What causes this loss of focus?



1. 
Driver watching scenery, receiver watching tackler




a. 
outfielder looking for four leaf clovers



2. 
Colossians 3:1-2 - taking eyes off our goal




a. 
like Peter in wind and waves



3. 
Watching each other instead of Christ



4. 
Forgetting that Satan is our enemy

III. 2:17-24, Were Working, but Faced With Danger


A. 
Some in danger of hypocrisy, a double-standard



1. 
Expecting things of others but not of self


2. 
Do we expect knowledge? patience? help? love?



3. 
2:6, 11, need to remember Father will be impartial


B. 
11:17-21, Some in danger of arrogance



1. 
With the “pride of life” this would not be unusual



2. 
Gentile/Jew, young/old, men/women, teachers, leaders



3. 
Need the humility of a servant, foot washer, 1 Peter 5:5-6

IV. Were Working at Being a Spiritual Church


A. 
8:12-14, trying to be led by the Spirit



1. 
Putting some deeds to death, 8:16- listening to Spirit


B. 
8:26, praying with the Spirit’s intercession, pouring it all out


C. 
8:28, trusting the Spirit’s assurance, also verses 31-32, 37-39



1. 
1:8 - effort testified they were seizing victory in Christ

V. 
What is the lesson for us?


A. 
They were not perfect/complete yet relationship problems


B. 
But we can learn Satan is the enemy, not each other


C. 
We can trust the Spirit’s testimony of how to seize victory
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