Romans 1 - The Word of God


Romans is called the cathedral of the Christian faith, the most profound book in existence, and the gospel according to Paul.  Martin Luther – “Chief part of the N.T. and the very purest gospel.”


Written from Corinth about AD 57 while Paul was staying with Gaius, Ch.16 - Probably several house churches there. Tacitus, AD 65 - “Nero persecuted an immense multitude” Paul hadn’t visited Rome, why write?

I. 
Because He was Personally Interested in Them



A. 
Was concerned for them spiritually





1. 
verse 8 - thanked God; verses 9-10 - prayed for them





2. 
verse 11 - longed for; verse 13 - planned to visit



B. 
Job of teaching includes interest and desire, verse 13 - fruit





1. 
John 4 - willingness to talk to an outcast





2. 
Matthew 20:29-34 - leave busy crowd to show compassion





3. 
2 Corinthians 2:12-13 - “unrested” until matter is resolved



C. 
He appreciated their faith, 1:8, it was proclaimed!





1. 
News of persecution? support for poor? evangelism?





2. 
Take a page from Paul’s appreciation book







a. 
some always looking for something good to say







b. 
some always in attend., working, children, tired







c. 
some widows more giving than two incomes







d. 
volunteers? always same groups, assisting and not

II. 
Because They were Not Established, 1:11-12



A. 
Paul expected to give/get encouragement





1. 
Until then, he tried to build with his words





2. 
Main means of up-building is faith/assoc, of others





3. 
Acts 2:46-47-daily; Hebrews 10:23-25





4. 
Do we practice association or non-association?







a. 
when will you build relationship? what of children?



B. 
They were having problems





1. 
2:1, 17-23 - racial tension, Ch. 14-15 - maturity issues





2. 
Chapter 6 - worldly pressures





3. 
Jesus & His word is the place to go with problems







a. 
2 Peter 1:3 - for answers







b. 
1 Peter 5:7 - for relief







c. 
Hebrews 4:15-16 - for grace

III. Because Some Suppressed the Truth, verse 18


A. 
Verses 18-32 appears to be about ungodly Gentiles





1. 
Rome had peaked in its sin, via prophecy/Revelation





2. 
Leaders perverse city immorality, verse 32 - sinful support system



B. 
Paul didn’t subscribe to silence for politics, or brethren





1. 
1 Timothy 1:18 – fight; Ephesians 5:11 - reprove 





2. 
Romans 2:6 - because judgment is coming

IV. 
1:16 / Apostle Shows that God’s Word is for...


A. 
Teaching / those we appreciate & are interested in



B. 
Those w/problems / or not established in the faith



C. 
Resisting the influence of evil.... have you accepted it?
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a. 
2 Peter 1:3 - for __________________
 






b.  
1 Peter 5:7 - for _______________




 


c. 
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III. 
Because Some __________________ the Truth, verse 18
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Verses 18-32 appears to be about ungodly Gentiles
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