Romans 9:14-15, 19-20 - Understanding God

Intended to finish chapter 9, but needed to lay some groundwork about God’s choice/authority/rights. ALL Bible understanding begins with knowledge of God. Proverbs 1:7 - “fear”/respect/based in understanding.
1. 
Verses 14-15; 19-20 Indicate Misunderstanding of God

A. 
Injustice with God’s choice? God made me like this?


B. 
Does God make capricious choices? Selfish ones?

II. 
God’s Character is Defined by Holiness

A. 
Psalm 5:4; 1 John 1:5 - completely free from evil


B. 
Consider omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience



1. 
Does this make one worthy of worship? 



2. 
What if one was a Hitler / Stalin / Darth Vader


C. 
God’s nature of Holiness makes Him good, worthy of...



1. 
Praise, honor, love, devotion, desire to serve & be with

III. His Holiness is Demonstrated in 2 Aspects

A. 
Psalm 33:4-5 - Justice and love, Psalm 89:14


B. 
God’s justice denies unfair treatment of mankind



1. 
Deuteronomy 32:4; Isaiah 46:8-11 - He will do what He says



2. 
Can trust His promises, judgments, 



3. 
God’s choices will be fair, in best interest of mankind


C. 
His justice is complimented by His love



1. 
Justice is always fair and sure, but in the context of love



2. 
Loves like a father to children, seeks good/relationship



3. 
Repeatedly directs His people to imitate him




a. 
Leviticus 20:25; 1 Peter 1:15-17

IV. 
His Holiness is Offended by Sin

A. 
1 John 3:4 - sin is lawlessness;



1. 
1 John 1:4 - in Him is no darkness at all


B. 
Isaiah 59:2 - Sin separates us from God 



1. 
Sin brought physical death into the world



2. 
Sin brings spiritual death, separates us from fellowship



3. 
Sin brings eternal death, separated forever


C. 
God’s justice demands a price to be paid, there’s only 1



1. 
Genesis 2:16-17; Ezekiel 18:20; Romans 6:23

V. 
God’s Love Balances out Justice


A. 
With mercy…NOT giving us what we deserve



1. 
Offers grace instead, i.e. getting what we don’t deserve


B. 
A living faith responds to grace in obedience, Hebrews 11:6



1. 
Like taking medicine just because Dr says to



2. 
Ephesians 2:8 - saved by grace thru faith

VI. 
What’s the Point?

A. 
We can trust God’s choices, fairness, impartiality



1. 
His justice tempered w/mercy and grace and patience



2. 
His choices will be best, His leadership for our good


B. 
Are you letting Him lead you?
Romans 9: 14-15, 19-20 - Understanding God
Intended to finish chapter 9, but needed to lay some groundwork about God’s choice/authority/rights. ALL Bible understanding begins with knowledge of God. 

1. 
Verses 14-15; 19-20 Indicate a _____________________________ of God
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II. 
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A. 
Psalm 33:4-5 - ________________ and _________________, Psalm 89:14


B. 
God’s justice denies ______________ treatment of mankind, Deuteronomy 32:4; Isaiah 46:8-11
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1. 
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