Romans 9:10ff  -  The God’s Rights Advocate
Last decade has taught us much about rights. Homosexuality, insurance coverage for couples living together, illegals, children, kangaroo rats, spotted owls, lizards, shiners, animals, trees... While wasting time w/foolish rights, we ignore the truth  - Rights are GIVEN. The only one who truly has rights is the one who GIVES them.
Chapter 9 advocates God’s rights...

I. 
This is Demonstrated by God’s Right to choose


A. 
9:10-12 - the younger over the elder

B. 
9:16-18 - chose Pharaoh to demonstrate his power


C. 
Claims the right to choose and use for HIS purpose

II. 
Verses 14, 19 - Are We Excused Then, by God’s Choice?


A. 
NO, studied in previous lesson


B. 
God’s holiness characterizes who he is, no blame here



1. 
His choices are just, fair, patient, merciful, w/grace



2. 
Doesn’t force, take advantage, use selfishly


C. 
Verses 22-23 - He is patient even with rebellious men


D. 
Paul’s Point, God has rights.... (the only one who does)

III. 9:18 - As the Source of Mercy...


A. 
...has right to extend to whom he chooses



1. 
Matthew 7:23-23 - not to everyone who asks



2. 
1 Peter 3:12 - or prays, Mt. 15:13-14 - or goes to church



3. 
Matthew 7:21 - God’s promise is to the obedient

IV. 
9:21-23- As the Potter...


A. 
... has the right to “prepare” vessels in His way



1. 
That preparation determines honorable or common


B. 
Titus 3:5 - accomplished by washing of regeneration 


C. 
No man supersedes God’s rights to “prepare” vessels



1. 
Notwithstanding folks who’re good, deceived, stubborn
V. 
9:27-28 - As the Judge

A. 
...has the right to “execute His word” on the earth


B. 
Romans 2:4-6, 11 - Don’t confuse “kind” with “weak”



1. 
God is the judge, wrath is being stored up


C. 
Satan’s trick - 2 Peter 3:3-4 - peace, peace, no worries



1. 
Forget world is marked for destruction, Acts 17:30-31

VI. 
9:33 - A Point of Difference

A. 
In each of extreme rights movements in introduction...



1. 
... others rights are ignored, trampled on



2. 
...given rights can be lost or taken away


B. 
Men may fail, be partial, break word, fall ...



1. 
God has supreme right to decide, condemn, take life



2. 
As well as mercy to forgive, patience while you grow


C. 
He has give us the right to choose, will you?
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