Romans 15 - Coming to Some Last Words


Chapter 14 was a discussion of matters of conscience, matters of indifference to God, and having a proper focus, as per vs. 13, 17, 19. 


Chapter 15 closes this discussion and continues closing the letter in a spirit of unity/serving others. Why do this?

I. Three Reasons to Put Others First


A. v. 3 - Christ did this, Philippians 2:3-8



1. Emptied Himself, became serv., humbled to death


B. v. 4-6 - God is God of perserver. & encouragement



1. writings give evidence & hope/expectation of this



2. desires US to persevere, give encourage. to unity




a. in order to glorify God in one voice


C. v. 7-9a - like Matthew 6:12 and God’s forgiveness



1. like 1 John 4:11 and God’s love



2. like Matthew 7:2 and God’s judgment



3. v.7 - we should accept others b/c we’re accepted

II. Three Last Admonishments to the Romans


A. v.13 - Allow your belief to produce joy and peace



1. Good attitude comes from faith, defeating fear



2. Rom. 15:10 - rejoice...  in acceptance




a. Rom. 12:12 - in hope, 1 Cor. 13:6 - in the truth




b. Phil. 1:18 - in preaching Christ




c. 1 Pet. 1:8 - in your faith




d. 1 Pet. 4:13 - in sharing the suffering of Christ



3. Spirit’s power works in a good attitude... to hope


B. v. 14-15 - Good people, knowledg., able to teach..



1. ..need reminding also, sometimes in boldness




a. 1 Cor. 10:12; 2 Peter 1:12-13



2. Acting upon script., or tradition, feelings, com.zone

insert- v.17-24 - Paul speaks of travel, plans, his work


C. v. 25-27 - There is a debt upon us



1. if Gentiles owe Jews, Mac. owes Jerusalem saints



2. How much more do we owe parents who love us?




a. grandparents, Bible teachers, elders



3. Salvation is God’s richest blessing 




a. Those who help us possess it are our friends

III. Romans Certainly is about Justification by Faith


A. It is a noble book, a jewel of gospel teaching


B. Like most of God’s words though...



1. It is a relevant treatise on unity



2. Written to a congregation of Jew and Gentile



3. To focus them on fellowship & acceptance in Christ


C. Where do you stand on these issues?
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