Romans 13 - Lessons and Principles
12:2 - Paul urged transformation, in viewing self, in relationship to church, in dealing w/enemies, and here in our perception of government. Pointed lessons in view of American Individualism and Exceptionalism. Both lessons and principles. Note lessons...

I. 
13:1-2 - Government Authorities are Established by God



A. 
Men/governments can be corrupt/ system of rule from God





1. 
Written early in Nero’s reign but trouble coming



B. 
Evidence? resisting authority is opposing God, condemnation
II. 
13:3-4- Rulers have Purpose, beyond greed & self-import.



A. 
Minister of God for good - justice, protection 



B. 
Avenger on evil, 1 Peter 2:13-14





1. 
Avenger with sword bringing wrath? capital punishment


C. 
Point? Not just an arbitrary arrangement

III. 13:5 - Submission is the Right Thing



A. 
For conscience sake says keep a clear one



B. 
1 Peter 2:15-16 - stops foolish talk, sets good example


C. 
1 Peter 2:20 - doing right with patience gains Gods favor

IV. 13:6-8- Render What is Due in All Areas



A. 
taxes, fees, respect, honor- only one debt unpayable



B. 
Unseemly for Christians to be lacking, in debt, owing





1. 
Same is true w/respect to what we owe the government





2. 
THEY served Rome, we too can serve properly

What about principles? Tied to above lessons?
Ia. 
Like Government Authorities, So also is Established by God the Home and the Church, with Authority


A. 
1 Corinthians 11:3 - men should submit, Ephesians 5:22 - wives





1. 
Ephesians 6:1-2 - children, Hebrews 13:17 - Christians



B. 
As with Government - it’s not a matter of “want to”





1. 
Americanism/ freedoms are leading us into sin

IIa. Like Government, Authority has a Purpose, in the Home & Church 


A. 
Not a TV comedy, 50/50 partnership, evolution  prod.



B. 
Lead, train, teach, guard, watch over, mature, & help

IIIa. Like Government, Submission is the Right Thing


A. 
Ephesians 6:1 - children; 1 Peter 3:5-6 - wives



B. 
1 Peter 5:2-4 - elders; Hebrews 13:17 - Christians


IVa. Becomes Unseemly For Christians to be Owing


A. 
Hebrews 13:18; 2 Corinthians 8:21




B. 
Respect, honor, support in homes, to leadership



C. 
Much for independent Americans to learn



1.   Will you submit to your Creator, make him Lord
