Right In His Own Eyes

Introduction: There was a time when godly principles infused the entire nation, but now they are held only by a minority. Heathens and secularists have taken over, and they harass and intimidate the believers. In 21st century? No, the fifth century B.C., when Israelites returned form exile to rebuild Jerusalem, and found themselves threatened by the half-breed heathens of Samaria, who lived in the heart of the land of Canaan. But, how did they get here? It begins with individual men and their insatiable desire to be right in their own eyes. Let’s go back a few centuries in Israel’s history and learn some lessons that are just as vital and applicable today.

I. The ___________ of a Nation (Deut. 12:1-32)


A) God commands them to go in and purge the land of all the ___________ (vs. 1-7).


B) Jehovah calls for them to ___________ and return (12:8).


C) Jehovah intended for His people to be ____________ in their service to Him.



1. “Then” & “there” God intends for them to worship as He directs 



2. They can then “rejoice” together to Him (vs. 11-13).


D) Almighty God warns them of the ____________ of those foreign gods (vs. 28-32).



1. He instructs them not to wonder about those gods and how to worship them. 



2. Their worship leads to the most abominable acts (v. 31).



3. When the true and living God is excluded from man’s guidance and worship 



he will do anything imaginable because it becomes right in his own eyes.



4. Don’t add to or take away from what God has said (v. 32).

II. The Culture of the ___________  _______________ (Isaiah 5:20)


A) ___________________ has moved from the fringe of our society to its very core.



1. It is no longer an “alternative lifestyle” but a laudable life of sin.



2. Light is dark & dark is light (Rom. 1:21-27; 1 Cor. 6:9-11).


B) ______________



1. It is acceptable to the point of making the issue about “stem cell research.”



2. Light is dark & dark is light (Ps. 139:13-16; Prov. 6:16-17; Jer. 1:5; Lk. 1:39-42).


C) Tolerance for _________________, etc., etc.



1. It is “politically correct” for most to approve or simply be quiet.



2. Light is dark & dark is light (Rom. 14:10-12; 2 Cor. 5:10).


D) A previously clear moral code



1. Israel - 10 commandments (Note: 8 of 10 stated in the negative, “thou shalt not”).



2. Our nation today 




A) We were never a moral utopia like some imagine we were many years ago.




B) However, light was light and dark was dark.




C) Sin was called sin and goodness was good.




D) That moral foundation has slowly eroded over the years.


E) How did it happen? (Judges 17:6; 21:25)



1. Micah and his innovations in worship (Judges 17:1-6)



2. God often is not worshipped by dedicated hearts according to His revealed word.



3. “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes” (Prov. 12:15; 14:12) 



4. We are all fools at times (Prov. 21:2)


F) Are things hopeless?



1. No, some of Israel’s “best” days were ahead of them with the reign of king David.



2. But, the cycle continued (Prov. 14:34).


Conclusion: Even though Israel pulled out of the dark period of the Judges they again separated themselves from the true God by turning to idols and every man did what was right in his own eyes.
Answers:

Focus, idols, repent, united, danger, moral negative, homosexuality, abortion, everything
