Real Religion

Pages of the NT contain pictures of the most devoted, zealous, knowledgeable teachers of God’s law that can be imagined, who were totally self-deceived about their standing with God. Scribes and Pharisees.

The pursuit of genuine faith, not religion must be ongoing. Matthew 15 is an example of a heart examination. 3 questions.

I. 
How Do You Deal With Scripture?

A. 
To control? Matthew 15:1-2, innocent practices became law




1. 
Matthew 23:4 - became a litmus test for faithfulness




2. 
Scripture used to make others submit? steal personal judgment




a. 
church name? Sunday night preaching service?


B. 
To comfort? Matthew 15:3-5, twisted to comfort self?




1. 
Form beliefs because of what’s comfortable for us?





a. 
what’s popular, easy, contemporary?





b. 
faith alone, visiting attendance, instrumental music





c. 
divorce/re-marriage, church discipline, qualified for elders


C. 
Honest Acceptance? 1 Thessalonians 2:13/failure – Matthew 15:7-9




1. 
Teachable, because we do not understand it all




2. 
Tender, because we do not live above sin




3. 
Balanced, because none of it can be ignored




4. 
Changeable, the result of taking the 1st 3 to heart

II. 
How Do You Treat People?

A. 
Pharisee discarded parents, Matthew 23:14 - impoverished widows




1. 
Matthew 26:3-4 - religious teachers plotted murder


B. 
James 1:27 - speaks of true religion, undefiled




1. 
Caring about, assisting those in distress




2. 
Especially those who can’t return the favor


C. 
In Burger King world, we think it’s all about us, having it “our” way




1. 
Matthew 20:26-28 - true religion adds value to lives of others

III. How Do You Deal With Your Heart?

A. 
Matthew15:18 - Ultimate purpose of religion is changing heart


B. 
Religion can be like a traffic cop...you ever been...




1. 
Pulled over, noticed a lack of love in your heart?




2. 
Cop doesn’t care about heart, just keeping the law


C. 
Luke 11:39-40 - Creator of outer man also made inner




1. 
Can we examine, admit, confess, and conquer
IV. To Add Realism to Our Religion,

A. 
To turn it into spirituality try to...




1. 
Follow the scriptures, even when it’s difficult




2. 
Treat people w/respect, even when they’re difficult




3. 
Examine the motives of our heart, even when others tell us we’re doing great

B. 
Is there something we can help you with today?

Real Religion

The pursuit of genuine faith, not religion must be ongoing. Matthew 15 is an example of a spiritual heart examination. 3 questions worth considering.

I. 
How Do We Deal With _______________________?

A. 
To _________________? Matthew 15:1-2, innocent practice became law, Matthew 23:4


B. 
To _________________? Matthew 15:3-5, twisted to comfort self




1. 
Form beliefs because of what’s __________ for us? What’s popular, easy, contemporary?


C. 
Honest ____________________? 1 Thessalonians 2:13 / failure - Matthew 15:7-9




1. 
_______________, because we do not understand it all




2. 
_______________, because we do not live above sin




3. 
_______________, because none of it can be ignored




4. 
_______________, the result of taking the first 3 to heart

II. 
How Do We _______________________________?

A. 
Pharisees discarded parents, Matthew 23:14 - impoverished widows, Matthew 26:3-4 - plotted murder


B. 
James 1:27 - speaks of true ______________, undefiled


C. 
In Burger King world, we think it’s all about ____________, having it “our” way




1. 
Matthew 20:26-28 - true religion adds _________________ to the lives of others

III. How Do We Deal With Our ___________________?

A. 
Matthew 15:18 - Ultimate purpose of religion is _______________________________


B. 
Luke 11:39-40 - Creator of __________________ man also made the ______________




1. 
Can we examine, ______________, ________________, and ___________________ ?

IV. To Add Realism to Our Religion,

A. 
To turn it into spirituality, try to...




1. 
Follow the ___________________, even when it’s difficult




2. 
Treat people _________________________ even when they’re difficult




3. 
Examine the _______________ of our heart, even when others tell us we’re doing great
