RAISING RUG RATS

In spite of our culture’s present view, families are a vital part of society.  Egyptian, Greecian, and Roman civilizations peaked when the family was held up as an honorable estate.  It is in the family environment that each generation is educated, trained, and instilled with nobility.  When that environment hands the children over to the culture or neglects its job then self-gratifying pleasure seekers will always step up to take over.  The results have always been and will continue to be a loss of national character and stability shown in increasing divorce, homosexuality, materialism, violence, criminal activity and apathy toward ones fellow man.  Parents, it is in our hands.

I.
CHOOSING A DIRECTION
A.  Information collected over 25 years recently compiled


1. 14,000 families, diff.religions, 50 states, 24 countries

B.  Determined that “good families” share 6 major qualities


1.  Commitment–to promoting each other’s welfare


2.  Appreciation and affection – both shown for each other


3.  Positive communication –talk and develop good 











communication skills


4.  Time together –share generous time with each other


5.  Spiritual foundation –believe in power greater than self


6.  Ability to cope with stress and crisis – view crisis as 











opportunity to grow

C.  Each of above comes into play in rug rat yrs – infant to 5


1.  If our “direction” is a “good home,” built on biblical 




foundations, need to start now

II.
What Is The Philosophy of What We’re Doing
A.  Behavior...usually our focus – are they obedient, manner.

1.  ...usually our focus to change, shape, react to


2.  ...sidetracks us by “irritation factor” from the real issue


3.  ...overflows from what fills the heart!



a.  Matthew 15:18-20; 12:34-35; Proverbs 4:23

B.  The goal of parenting is the goal of man’s existence


1.  Psalms 73:24-25; Ecclesiastes 12:13

C.  Don’t be overcome by the goals of our culture


1.  Develop special skill
- a skilled unbeliever?


2.  Psychological adjustment- a liquid standard


3.  Well behaved- little hypocrites


4.  Well educated- lack priority


5.  Control- like an animal?

D. Unbiblical goals often accomplished by unbib’al methods


1.  “I didn’t turn out so bad”-applying sinful parents meth.


2.  Pop psychology-deal making, bribe– appeal to selfish.


3.  Behavior modifi.- reward good behavior– ...same

4.  Emotionalism-emo. privation, shaming–hardens/distan.


5.  Punitive correction-angry outbursts, grounding-...same 

6.  Erratic eclecticism- confusing, inconsistent

E.  Problems with each of the above? Why They’re Unbib’al


1.  Doesn’t address their heart – Proverbs 4:23


2.  Character ignored–behavior emphasized, not inner man


3.  Distances the child and hardens them


4.  Teaches hypocrisy., manipulation to please parent

F.  Biblical goals are accomplished by biblical methods


1.  2 elements woven together, complimentary


2.  Rich, full communication and the rod –



 Proverbs 23:13-19, 22, 26
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