Premillennialism - part 5
Revelation 20

The buck stops here. Revelation 20 is the pivot point of 1,000 yr. reign & millennial doctrine. Let’s consider it.

I. 
Revelation is its Own Best Commentary

A. 
Written to 1st century Christians- 1:4, 11; 22:16



1. 
Millennial makes it useless to them


B. 
Written in figures - 1:1 (signified)



1. 
Literal interpretation is misinterpretation


C. 
Written of events in their time - 1:1, 3; 22:6, 10, 12, 20


D. 
Written to those people, in that day, to sustain them



1. 
Written in figures so as not to worsen persecution



2. 
Millennialism discounts all the above

II. 
What is Taught in Revelation 20?


A. 
Verse 1 - from heaven - shows where power proceeds from



1. 
Key - power, authority, Matthew 16:19, (power to bind)


B. 
Verse 2 – dragon - strong, ferocious / serpent - cunning



1. 
Devil - accuser, slanderer / Satan - adversary



2. 
Bound - restrained / 1,000 - large, complete, indefinite



a. 
Psalm 50:10; 105:8


C. 
Verse 3 - Why bound/restrained? 



1. 
So as not to deceive the world for 1000 yrs.


D. 
Verses 4, 7 –NOTE - binding/reigning simultaneous. Why?



1. 
Because devil’s deceit is restrained by power of Christ



2. 
Genesis 3:15 - prophecy from beginning, Christ would rule



3. 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 12:24-29; Luke 10:17; Hebrews 2:14-15


E. 
With Christ on the throne Satan hindered, not helpless



1. 
1 Peter 5:8; James 4:7


F. 
Verse 4 - martyrs in life & spirit took their place with Christ



1. 
1 Corinthians 6:2-3 - judge (Hebrews 11:7) Romans 5:17 - kings


G. 
Verse 5 - 1st resurrection put faithful on thrones with Christ


H. 
Verse 6 - 1st resurrection defeated the 2nd death



1. 
Also made them priests, who sat on thrones

 

2. 
Who is resurrected while Christ is King of kings




a. 
given life, made priests, on thrones




b. 
Romans 6:4-11 - Christians! 1st resurrection is baptism




c. 
1 Peter 2:9 - Christians are priest kings




d. 
Revelation 20:14 - 2nd death/hell - no power over them


I. 
Verses 7-10 - few saints/ Satan unrestrained/ at the end!



1. 
Leavening principle- no more gospel influence



2. 
Same as Sodom, Amorites, Israel, Judah, Jerusalem



a. 
Gog/Magog, Ezekiel 38-39 - enemies of God’s people

III. What Is The Point of Revelation, and Chapter 20?

A. 
Message in signs for their strengthening, encouragement

B. 
Main tenants of millennialism not even there...


1. 
2nd coming, bodily resurrection, Christs reign on earth



2. 
Rapture, literal throne, Jerusalem



3. 
Any doctrine with main tenants in main passage missing...


C. 
Christ is reigning now, Priest now, kingdom is now,



1. 
You can be resurrected now! Priest king now!



2. 
You can be ready for his return, 1 Corinthians 15:24
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