Premillennialism - part 4  
Matthew 24
Not many chapters more misused, misapplied, and misunderstood than Matthew 24. Let’s consider it.

I. 
Context is One of Mounting Conflict


A. 
Matthew 21 - entering Jerusalem & cleansing temple



1. 
21:18ff - parables present Israel as cast away




a. 
barren fig tree, 2 sons, landowner


B. 
Matthew 22:15, 18, 29, 33-34, 46 - plots, traps,



1. 
People astonished, Sadducees silenced, questions stopped!


C. 
Matthew 23 - End of patience, harsh list of crimes & woes



1. 
Verses 37-39 - Jesus weeps over Jerusalem, no repent.


D. 
Matthew 24:1/Mark 13:1- disciples point out wonderful temple



1. 
Verse 2 - place of beauty? No, a place of judgment!


E. 
Verse 3/Mark 13:4 - disciples asked about the end & destruction



1. 
They tied end of temple to end of all - not so!


F. 
Jesus tells them when temple/Jerusalem destroyed!

II. 
7 Warnings Before the Sign of His Coming


A. 
Verses 4-5 - false Christs, Josephus, Wars II, many  rebels claimed to be Messiah gaining following against Rome


B. 
Verses 6-7 - wars & rumors of wars - not the end


C. 
Verse 7 - famines & earthquakes - many previous to 70 A.D.


1. 
“merely the beginning of birth pangs”

D. 
Verse 9 - persecution, martyrdom, hatred



1. 
Acts 8 - Stephen, great persecution, dispersion, James


E. 
Verses 10-11 - apostasy, betrayal, hatred, false teachers


F. 
Verse 12 - increased lawlessness will bring apathy



1. 
Verse 13 - one who endures to the end will be saved


G.
Verse 14 - Gospel preached in whole world - then the end



1. 
Colossians 1:6, 23 - 58 A.D. - happened in accord with verse 34

III. 
Then Comes THE Sign of His Coming, verses 15-16


A. 
Parallels Luke 21:20-21



1. 
Abomination- Roman army, pagan symbols – verse 28



2. 
Desolation - that of Jerusalem


B. 
Verses 16-20 - time to flee to the mountains 



1. 
Hope not pregnant, in winter, or on Sabbath



2. 
NOTE: nobody fleeing on judgment day!



3. 
Titus besieged Jerusalem, withdrew after 3 days, Christians fled

IV. Then the Lord/End Will Come, verse 21


A. 
Josephus records Jews ate their children



1. 
Took food from mouths of the dead



2. 
97,000 captives & 1 million dead, blood ankle deep


B. 
Verse 22 - Days cut short, Titus recalled, pursuit cancelled


C. 
Verses 23-24, 26 - rumors of Christ returned? False!



1. 
Verse 27 - when He returns, there’ll be no hiding



2. 
Verse 28 - Israel/Jerusalem is dead, vultures gathered


D. 
This passage goes beyond the destruction and end of the temple, Jerusalem, and Israel

V. 
Requires Careful Exegesis of the Verses


A. 
Verse 29 - apocalyptic language describing destruction



1. 
Same as on Babylon - Isaiah 13:10, 13



2. 
...Edom – Isaiah 34:4; Egypt - Ezekiel 32:7-8



3. 
...Nineveh - Nahum 1:5; Rome - Revelation 6:12-14, etc.



4. 
Prophetic language of the O.T. for God’s judgment


B. 
Verse 30 - destruction will be a sign to all of God’s judgment



1. 
Titus said Jews were deserted by their God



2. 
Clouds often associated with God’s presence




a. 
Psalm 104:3; Isaiah 19:1; Jeremiah 4:13; Ezekiel 30:3-4



3. 
Power & great glory indicate a king coming




a. 
in this case with mourning instead of rejoicing


C. 
Verse 31 - angels is from Gk. angelos, i.e. messengers



1. 
Same word often refers to human messengers




a. 
Matthew 11:10; Luke 7:24, 27; 9:52; James 2:25



2. 
Preachers will gather Christians from all the earth


D. 
Verses 32-33 - fig tree teaches one to be aware


E. 
Verses 34-35 - identifies the time all this takes place

VI.
Verse 36ff - Will Leave for Continued Discussion...


A. 
Personally? I believe it continues the thought


B. 
Disagree? Doesn’t change the first part of the chapter



1. 
Matthew 24:1-35 does NOT speak of judgment day



2. 
2 Peter 3:10 - day of the Lord will come like a thief!



3. 
Will you be ready?
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I. 
Context is One of Mounting Conflict


A. 
Matthew 21:18ff - parables present Israel as ________________


B. 
Matthew 22:15, 18, 29, 33-34, 46 - plots, traps, people astonished, Sadducees silenced, questions stopped


C. 
Matthew 23 - End of patience, list of crimes & woes, verses 37-39 - Jesus _________________ over Jerusalem


D. 
Matthew 24:1/Mark 13:1 - point out temple – verse 2 - place of beauty? No, a place of _________________________!


E. 
Verse 3/Mark 13:4 - disciples asked about the end & destruction


F. 
Jesus tells them when ______________/______________ will be destroyed!

II. 
7 Warnings Before the Sign of His Coming


A. 
Verses 4-5 - false _______________,


B. 
Verses 6-7 - __________ & rumors of ______________- not the _____________


C. 
Verse 7- ______________ & ________________- many previous to 70 A.D.


1. 
“merely the ___________________ of birth pangs”

D. 
Verse 9 - ____________________, martyrdom, hatred


E. 
Verses 10-11- _______________, ________________, hatred, false __________________


F. 
Verse 12 - increased ______________________ will bring apathy



1. 
Verse 13 - one who endures to the end will be ________________________


G.
Verse 14 - Gospel preached _________________________- then the _____________________



1. 
Colossians 1:6, 23 - 58 A.D. - happened in accord with verse 34

III. Then Comes THE Sign of His Coming, verses 15-16


A. 
Parallels Luke 21:20-21



1. 
Abomination- _____________________, pagan symbols of Caesar & the eagle – verse 28



2. 
Desolation - that of ____________________


B. 
Verses 16-20 - time to flee to the mountains, (hope not pregnant, in winter, or on Sabbath)






1. 
NOTE: Nobody fleeing on _____________________ day!
IV. Then the Lord/End Will Come, verse 21 (great tribulation)


A. 
Josephus records terrible things, awful facts and figures


B. 
Verse 22 -Days cut _______________, Titus recalled, pursuit cancelled


C. 
Verses 23-24, 26 - rumors of ________________ returned? False!



1. 
Verse 27 - when He returns, there’ll be no __________________



2. 
Verse 28 - ______________/__________________ is dead, vultures gathered

V. 
Requires Careful Exegesis of the Verses


A. 
Verse 29 - apocalyptic language describing _____________________



1. 
Same as on Babylon - Isaiah 13:10, 13; Edom - Isaiah34:4; 



Egypt - Ezekiel 32:7-8



2. 
...Nineveh - Nahum 1:5; Rome - Revelation 6:12-14, etc., etc.



3. 
Prophetic language of the O.T. for _____________________________


B. 
Verse 30 - destruction will be a sign to all of__________________________



1. 
Titus said Jews were deserted by their God



2. 
Clouds often associated with ____________________________




a. 
Psalm 104:3; Isaiah 19:1; Jeremiah 4:13; Ezekiel 30:3-4



3. 
Power & great glory indicate a ____________________ coming




a. 
in this case with mourning instead of rejoicing


C. 
Verse 31 - angels is from Gk. angelos, i.e. _______________________



1. 
Same word often refers to _________________ messengers




a. Matthew 11:10; Luke 7:24, 27; 9:52; James 2:25



2. 
Messengers/_______________ will gather Christians from all the earth


D. 
Verses 32-33 - fig tree teaches one to be ____________________


E. 
Verses 34-35 - identifies the ________________ all this must take place

VI. Verse 36ff - Will Leave for Continued Discussion...


A. 
Matthew 24:1-35 does NOT speak of the last great ____________________


B. 
2 Peter 3:10 - day of the Lord will come like a _______!  Will you be ready?

