Philippi - Joyfully Working
Hard to relate to Jerusalem church with spiritual gifts, religious Jews, apostle’s presence, etc. Philippi mostly Gentile, average metro. in that century; much like us. 

I. 
Acts 16:6ff, Planting the Kingdom in Philippi 


A. 
Verses 6-9 - bypassed Asia, Bithynia, to Troas and vision


B. 
Seed rooted in Lydia’s household, demon/beating/


C. 
Led to jail, seed rooted in Jailer’s household



1. What can we learn from this congregation?

II. 
4:15-16, We Learn Not to Wait on Others

A. 
Saw need, went to work, not waiting on Antioch/Corinth

B. 
Any needs around here? or “not my job!”



1. 
Visitation? encouraging? teaching? helping? 



2. 
Greeting? hospitality? manual labor?

III. 4:16, We Learn that Once was Not Enough

A. 
EZ to get fired up, harder to stay fired up 



1. 
4:10 - sought opportunity, 1:5 - consistent from start


B. 
Fired up about...? Bible class? men? class on teaching?



1. 
Youth study? local outreach? inviting? Galatians 6:9

IV. 1:19-20, We Learn this was a Praying Church

A. 
1 Peter 3:10-12 - key to prayer is a God honoring life


1. 
But then results were expected, James 5:16; Matthew 7:7-8


2. 
Prayer is part of the 1st century pattern


B. 
We can use fervent, personal, plain, consistent prayer

V. 1:28, We Learn that Even Good Churches have 









Opposition

A. 
No real details, verses 28-29 - maybe external persecution


B. 
1 Timothy 1:20 - maybe brethren shipwrecked in faith


C. 
Whether inside/out of church, mental/real persecution


1. 
There WAS cause for alarm, COULD divide them



2. 
2 Timothy 3:12 - it is to be expected

VI. A Building is Only as Good as its Foundation

A. 
Faithful woman, humble jailer, verse 40 - and their brethren



1. Different cultures, lives apart, excellent foundation!


B. 
1 Corinthians 3:12 - Philippi was gold, silver, precious stones



1. 
If whole church was like me, what would it be?



2. 
What kind of foundation stone are we?

VII. God has Given us a Pattern, Philippians 3:15-16

A. 
By word, teaching, church - He reveals changes


1. Are you living by His standard?
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